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RESOLUTION  NO. 2012-007 
 

RESOLUTION  TO ADOPT PROCEDURE TO 
ADDRESS CITIZEN REQUESTED PUBLIC HIGHWAY SYSTEM STUDIES 

 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Missoula Board of County Commissioners is concerned about the safety of all 
users of the Public Highway System in Missoula County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Missoula Board of County Commissioners periodically receive requests from 
citizens concerned about the safety of a particular highway segment; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the Missoula Board of County Commissioners desire to be responsive to the 
needs of its citizens on matters of legitimate public highway safety issues; and 

 
WHEREAS, considerable staff time and effort are required by  the Montana Department of 
Transportation in responding to our requests; and 

 
WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish a uniform procedure to examine each request 
and make a determination whether to forward the request to the Montana Department of 
Transportation for action; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Missoula Board of County Commissioners 
adopts the following procedure to address citizen requested Public Highway System studies: 

 
PROCEDURE 

 
Application: 

 
Any request shall be made in writing to the Missoula Board of County Commissioners.  The 
request shall include: 

 
1.  The nature of the request and what action is desired? 
2.  The name and general mile post limits of the affected road segment. 
3.  Reason(s) for the request.   Be very specific with respect to observations used to 

form the basis for the request. 
4.  Any additional information that should be considered in support of the request. 
5.  Recent or previous studies or requests. 

Examination: 

Upon receipt of the request, the Director of Public Works shall undertake a preliminary 
investigation to determine, if possible, the legitimacy of the request or whether there exists a 
reasoned basis that would be potentially benefited by performing a full engineering study.  The 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices will be one of the resources  used to make  the 
recommendation. 

201204162 B ·  890 p. 
03/05/2012 03:28:1Z PM    Reolut .  Pages: 2 
VIckie M    Zeler ,   Missoula  County Clero: t Recorder 

 
1111111111111111111111/11111111111 Ill/ //lllll/1111111111111111111111111111111111 



2 Resolution No. 2012-007- Procedure to Address Citizen Requested Studies  

The preliminary investigation shall consider the following conditions: 
 

1.  Geometric features including vertical and horizontal alignment, and site distance. 
2.  Roadside development. 
3.  Road and shoulder surface characteristics. 
4.  Pedestrian and bicycle activity. 
5.  Speed limits on adjoining highway segments. 
6.  Accident experience or potential. 
7.  Any relevant information provided by proponents that supports the request. 

 
Upon completion of the preliminary investigation, the Director of Public Works will briefly 
summarize findings to the Missoula Board of County Commissioners, with a recommendation 
on  the  question  of  whether  to  advance  the  request  to  the   Montana  Department  of 
Transportation.  A copy of the summary and recommendation will be provided to the proponent 
of the request, prior to the administrative meeting at which the request will be considered. 

 
Meeting: 

 
The Missoula Board of County Commissioners, after being briefed on the request, the results of 
the preliminary investigation, and Director's recommendation, shall make a decision whether or 
not to forward to the request to the Montana Department of Transportation.   If the decision is 
affirmative, the Director will prepare the necessary paperwork for signature.  If the decision is to 
the contrary, the Director will prepare a written reply to the proponent of the action with an 
explanation of the reason(s) for the decision. 

 

 
 

DATED THIS 22ND DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2012 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MISSOULA COUNTY 

 
 

Bill Carey, Chair  
 

ATTEST: 

 


