A LIVELYHOOD FOR PEOPLE
AND WILDLIFE

Many people Ly 0 conserve resources and
recycle their waste (o zave energy aml moncy.
Wehile the _!'l.‘:-ml SECIS 5.||I||_'|]|:. SOME COnsServalian
ideas  arc nol - alwdys  3oufd  Ouwisiddc  major
metropoliran arcas,  al lesst mdl o wilhowt
mssdificaticon.

Apugries (hec hives),  Professivonls and
hbbyists can bove problems with bées and hears,
When living in prieely couiiny, iU's Best o aviid
ralsing hoes all mgether. However, if you Reel you
MUt fave &noapiary, contact the U5, Fish and
Wildlife  Service  Grizely Bear  Recowvery
Comrdinator in Missoula or the Department o
Fish, Wildlilz and Farks 10 discuss vour plans and
bivw 10 boal awoed conflicts with grizzlies on the
prowl for booey and bee larvae.

Compost  Piles  olicn  iadvertently
pecome wildlife feedeors.  Organic foods are both
odoriferouws and tasty w skunks, deer, elk, bear
and other critters thal are cunstantly searching for
nutrition, be it natural or restancnl-rejects.  TF
vou need counpost for your garden, enclose it well
or iry o combine efforts with neighbors 50 than
COMPOsting 1akes place in an arca that will not
atreact wildlife. Or consider an “wnder the sink”
ive-gallon buckel with a ught Guwing Lid

Gardens hring nutrition, savings and
sanity to many poople who take great prode in
their ability o be selfsuwtainiog,.  Add while
EArdCns atiract animals from mioe o deer, yiu can
profect your labors fram unwanted visitors.

Fencing pardens, one-fool below proumd
lewel and uwp w cight fect above ground, often
keeps deer and large rodents from eating vour
Lreens some  gardeners hove  recommended
clowbsle Tenees in the Belicl thal deer will mel j||n||'|
tey fences, cven short ones.  However, barbed
wire or lodse wire/netting is 4 certain trap and can
maim OF [rap even the mosl agile wildlifa,
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: Be: sure (o maintain your plot to prevent
rotung vegelable maller frum atraciing those with
sensitive noses such as bears. In addition, planting
unpalatable species i often recommended, but
since deer are like people with ndividual Lastes,
there & no puaranice. 1% simply best 1w avoid
pliEnlings that arc knowin (o atlract wildlfe,

Ovchards. 1T you plant frait wees in
arcas frequented by deer ur boavers, you will
undoubiledly cxperience competilion for the friirs
of your labor.  Most farm sepply outlets sell
fencing 1w protect fruit trees from deer and
heavers until the trees are of sofficent heipht 1w
bc out of reach from the most persistent deer,
Flanting orchard trees more than 100-feer from
Elreams, lakes and ierigation ditches will also help
Clssuade hoavers from paviog a visit

Bears are alswo atiracted 10 orchards,
parcularly orchards that are m prompily
harvested.  As with compost piles, it is important
T remove eolling orpanic mater 0 avedd
aiitacling bears, a species that travels miles 1o
reach prime feeding arcas, imduding tended
orchards. [f possible, in grizely country, il is safest
to forego planting froit trees,  After all, ARG
40 grow a lree - but only a very small fraction of
the American public cun live in prizzly habitatr
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LANDESCAPING WITH WILDLIFE

Flowers alsu aitract deer and others who
cat tender plant shoois. Sometimes the allraclion
is intentional, sometimes not. Boulder, Colorado
{omc of the few urban areas In the West with their
own cily-managed deer herd) has publishod a
pruide 10 the most heavily browsed flowers enjoyed
by thelr deer. Among the findinga:

FLOWER BROWSING FREQUENCY
Penstemon, low Ciften
Fhloe, commion Oiften
Salsify Cifien
Slrawhérny Cificn
Sunflower, o Oiften
Tulips Oftcn
Crmion llen
Flax, blae Rarely
Rhubharh Furely
Harebell, mountain Rarely

The Boulder study also suppesis  (he
following lor grasves, frees and shrubs.

GHASSHS BROWSING FREQUENCY

Blucgrass Often
Timothy Bninetimes
Wheatgrazs, crested SOmcrinc
Whoatgrass, western  Sometimes
Buffalngrass Rarely
Cramima, blue Rarcly

TREESSHRUBS BROWSING FREQUENCY

Foses, musi Oiften
Tuniper, rocky mountain  Often
Cilive, massian Suméestines
Fine, ponderosa Sumelimes
Fine, lodgepale Snmelings
Plum, wild Somctimics
Pine, limber Rarely
Pine., mugn Rarely
Spirea, Rarcly
Spruce, blus Rarcly
Spruce, cnpelmann Rarcly
As  with  people,

individual - wastes wary  and
while one animal or species
may awnid your painstakingly
lundscaped  yard like the
plague, another may wish 1o
parrake of your diligendly ser
"dinoer table® onm & regolar
busis.  Aml remember, you
can help  wildlife  while
challanging vour green thumb
by  pathering and re-
establishing native plants on
your property.

WELCOME & UNMWELCOME VISITORS

Landscaping around your home can also
atract - wildlife, from  birds  fo [ong-legped
mammals. In general, the denser the foliage on
your trecs and shruhs, the betror the hiding omer
fur somghirds. Different trecs and bushes attracl
different animals. The Forest Seivice notes:

If you'd like o see sonpbirds in yoor back
_-,-ar'd: _".ll_bll"ll meel b have decideouws Irecs add
shrubs such as cottonwond, aspen, paper birch and
mountuin maple or oinebark.

Insects feed on leaves, attractng inscot-
ealing warblers, kinglels aod vireos,  Copilers
anract binds such ss chickadess, puthaiches and
joncos, especially in winter, because the densely
necdled branches offer prowection from the cold.
Uruil-bearing plants such as crabapple, mouniain
ash, juniper and serviceberry are sure 10 attract all
kinds of animals likc wacwings, prosheaks,

By attracting birds you should also oxpect
I allract their predators =0 do not be upset i @
hawk spatches an oecasional foch from your yard,

LOG HOMES - FOR WILDLIFE

Live drees arc mod the ooly Do Bod
wildlife, Too oflen e forgel thal orher ﬁ]?l;i-i‘i.&'i
Live in kg hames.  The Forest Servive obaeives
that ervcr 40 different kinds of wnimists use hales
in dewsd and dving leees or lops on the proumnd,
What do ihey usc them for?  Almost everviliing:
nesting, sleeping, fewding, perching and atiraciing
a mate. SRIEF. or standing dead trecs. mike
great wildlife habital Lo

Wondpeckers which dig holis in snags o
make their nesis.  Blochirds, nothoiches  aomd
kcstrels which nest in old wowdpecker  Joles,
Bluck beurs, [owes, rcusons, maiens and squirrels
which den in snaps or logs, Songbirds which sing
from the tops of dead e branches, Bald caghs
which often choose the tallesi snag o0 oa lake or
river fo wse as @ poich o hont for fsh. Small
foicst hirds which will pack twogether in hales o
slecp and to stay warm.  Bas which ronst hencath
the Inose bark of soags  Saw-Whel owls which
riise owlels in snags

Fores) wildlile ¢all wees their bome, The
Forest Service coneludes,  With luck and zome
[oresipht on our part, we can kesp ther homes,
and owurs, intace by retsiniog soags s homesites
and feeding perehes Jor owls, caples and osprey.

A SPECIAL MOTE

On Lions.  Lions {cougars, mountain
lions) often receive s preal deal of publicioy.
While: thi chanes of eocowmering 4 lion are wery
slim, certain precawiivns will help keep your rural
home from becoming 3 "destinoiion resort” [or 1his
speLits:

1. Dw not fesd the deer  Door arc i
preferred proy species for lons and by providing
salt blocks, prain and other fsods for deer ooe
also attracls their predatoTs,

7+ Kecp pets at home, Cals & dogs can
hecnmae ey prey for lions, Thogs can also woumd
decr which then struet large predators such as
livns, Keep pel [ood indoors.

3, Teawch chibdrcn o identify wariows
wildlife species in your ncighborhood.  Several
children's books are available which will belp
teach the distinctions between liofts and other
animals, Then be sure 1o instiruct vour children
1o stay indoors and inform you immedistely If a
lion is sighted in the aeighborhood.  Since lions
have extensive ome ranges, the chances anc greal
that the animal will move oo il it fails w fiod
fiood associated with residental development or
Ivestock nperativns,

4. M faciog a moontain lion, be loud,
appesr as “hig® as you can and pick-up any
children in  Lhe arca. For maore spedific
information on what action (o lake if you sce A
mountain lion, contact the Monlans Department
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks in Missoula.

And Wolves.  Wolves are scanercd
throughout western Montana and will bocome
incressingly common in wild areas. Wolves tend
10 avold people and are not @ threat o humans.
However, wobves may attack a dog or livestnck in
their territory, particularly if they feed on livesiock
carcasses that have nol heen properly removed.
T avoid conflicts with Tesident wolves:

1. Properly dispese of atraclants,
icluding Iivesiok carcasses.

2. Keep family dogs close to home or
confined ol night. This will prevent harassment of
wildlife and a potental fighl between your dog

and a wolf . .
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SIMPLE SOLUTIONS® REFERENCE SHEET LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
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This pamphlel 5 intcnded for residents

Pl lu Beancy 1;:1 r:-j:lxm_u Truz and - proporry owners whi share their homesiles
e with wildlife. Few people in the world have this
o o i gy apporiunity and we are forlunale o eaperience
g W almeet daily the wibdlilfe oukers may see cnly onoo
Serare crer et plles in a lifelime,
Harrr unuwdd sbvens, i S
Raoozra n brwe g b Sipce shariog lamd with othess 5 ool
. ol abwvays an easy lask, Missoula County and Brosm
Lunoan areousie i parlepe SArun casgts Hesar Hﬂnuﬂ:ﬂ mnpcrali'i'cl:.' Fubl-ﬁhﬁl this
Wit e MU S o hoans Bt o v divmanzg booklct @0 hl':.l_'r" reduce conllict between I:IDI.'I[HF'

Curageg aaling Aol Flug 0o o
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and wildlife.  Te is oar hope that "Living YWl
Wildlife" will be beneficial 10 vou - and 10 your
wilil neighbors
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Habital Tmprovement References

Key o suooesshul  coexislence @5 1he
recupnilion that wild animals are in face wikd and
can haomn humans e Welr propery with seemingly
lietle provocation. "Living With Wildlile" wall ol
guaraniee the absence of conflict or injury, but i
will reduce problems.  Howewver, a8 more people
move intn wildlife hubitar, conflicts may [nerease
unless we fespond by taking tho procuulions
cullined here.  With mounting  developnient
pressurc in formerly wild areas, iLis up 0o us to
decide il the wildlife which atuacis now residents
will survive into the future.

Ackniwledgmenis

To learn more abom avoiding conflicl:
wILh wild animals while wiproviog their habdar,

contact the flinwing agencics: Special thanks W ihe Dumersus agencics

that participaled in gathering information for this
publication. The U. 5. Fish and Wildlife Service;
i Spinpin ool LI & Pofes) Service |:|.r|'_'l].|;.'l F':l“ﬁ'l.j and Monana
Missouly, Manceng 59803 Department of Fish, Wikllite & Farks contributed
s A preatly us did private nrganizations soch as the
Indian Creek MNalure Center.

Mumian: Depammnent of Fisk, Wiklifs azd Parks

LI 5. Fish and Wildlife Sevvics

Lineely Dear Resonsry Coucdinaar
Y 32 For more information, contact the

Univerity l Montans Missouls County Rural Planning Office, 200 West
_,.;_}_;,_a':m;"““"" S Broadwsy, Missoula, Montana 59802 or Broowm

Bear Hosowers, 315 South dith East, Missoola,
Monlama 59301,

While reading the brochure, rememiber
that vur domesiic animals and pets are hid
adapted to wild environments. Fach resident must
carefully consider the responsibilies  that
accompuny Lhe introduetion of such animals into
the habilul occupled by oor wild fricmis.

LA, Cish and WillEle Seivin:
Montans Woll Recevery Prograr
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