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 BACKGROUND 
 

 This guide was written to document the basic library media curriculum offered at each 

Missoula County Curriculum Consortium-member district.  Developed by library media 

specialists from Consortium-member districts during the 2006-2007 school year, this basic 

library media curriculum meets Montana school accreditation requirements. 

 

 The library media specialist has many roles:  teacher, information specialist, and 

instructional consultant.  This document addresses the library media specialist role of teacher, 

and emphasizes that learner goals be taught in collaboration with subject-area teachers. 

 

 Each Consortium-member district should adopt all standards, benchmarks, learner 

competencies, and assessments to the learner competencies in this document.  Because each 

district may have unique needs, each district may incorporate additional standards, benchmarks, 

learner competencies, and assessments to the learner competencies.  Expanding this document to 

include the library media specialist roles of information specialist and instructional consultant 

may also be desired. 

 

 Consortium-member districts are scheduled to implement this curriculum during the 

2002-2003 school year.  This curriculum is scheduled to be reviewed by Consortium-member 

district library media specialists during the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

 

 PURPOSE 
 

 This guide is intended to facilitate the improvement of student achievement within 

Consortium-member districts.  Documenting standards, benchmarks, learner competencies, and 

assessments to the learner competencies assures curricular continuity for students moving 

through and across Consortium-member districts. 

 

 

 AUDIENCE 
 

 This guide is a resource for the school community.  Administrators and board members 

can use this guide to insure that state accreditation requirements are met and that programs are 

aligned with the missions of the district.  Teachers and library media specialists will use this 

guide to plan student activities both independently and collaboratively with subject-area teachers.  

Parents may use this guide to gain a better understanding of their child's education. 
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MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED 20-1-501 

Indian Education for All 
Recognition of American Indian cultural heritage—legislative intent. 

 

(1) It is the constitutionality declared policy of this state to recognize the distinct and 

unique cultural heritage of American Indians and to be committed in its 

educational goals to the preservation of their cultural heritage. 

 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in accordance with Article X, section 1(2), of 

the Montana constitution: 

 

(a) Every Montana, whether Indian or non-Indian, be encouraged to learn about 

the distinct and unique heritage of American Indians in a culturally-responsive 

manner; and 

 

(b) Every educational agency and all educational personnel will work 

cooperatively with Montana tribes or those tribes that are in close proximity, 

when providing instruction or when implementing an educational goal or 

adopting a rule related to the education of each Montana citizen, to include 

information specific to the cultural heritage and contemporary contributions of 

American Indians, with particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribal groups 

and governments. 

 

(3) It is also the intent of this part, predicated on the belief that all school personnel 

should have an understanding and awareness of Indian tribes to help them relate 

effectively with Indian students and parents, that educational personnel provide 

means by which school personnel will gain an understanding of and appreciation 

for the American Indian people. 

 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 527, L. 1999. 
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 ROLE OF THE LIBRARY MEDIA SPECIALIST 

 

 The library media center is a central facility that serves as a rich repository of materials, 

technology, equipment, and space to serve individuals, small groups, and large groups.  A professional 

library media specialist who is familiar with the school's curriculum, collection and clients is essential 

in order to build and interpret this collection.
1
 

 

 The central function of the library media program is resource-based teaching (the use of 

multiple resources in a variety of media formats and technologies to achieve curricular objectives).  To 

carry out this function, the library media specialist performs the separate but overlapping roles of 

Information Specialist, Teacher, and Instructional Consultant to network the information resources 

and services of the program to the information needs and interests of the school's students and staff.  

Through these roles, library media specialists provide: 

 

Access to information and ideas by assisting students and staff in identifying information 

resources and in interpreting and communicating intellectual content 

 

Formal and informal instruction in information skills, the production of materials, and 

the use of information and instructional technologies 

 

Recommendations for instructional planning to individual teachers as well as assistance in 

schoolwide planning of curricular and instructional activities.
2
  

 

 The library media program must be fully integrated into the educational program, as an 

extension of the classroom.  This integration strengthens the teaching/learning process so that students 

can develop the vital skills necessary to locate, analyze, evaluate, interpret, and communicate 

information and ideas.
3
 

                                                 

     
     1

Loertscher, David V.  Taxonomies of the School Library Media Program, Englewood, 

Colorado:  Libraries Unlimited, January 2000. 

     
     2

American Library Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational 

Communications and Technology Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning, 

Chicago:  ALA & Washington, D.C.:  AECT, 1998. 

     
     3

Position Statement on Flexible Scheduling.  American Association of School Librarians, 

American Library Association.  June 1991. 
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 LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 

 In an information-based society that requires lifelong learning, literacy and information skills 

are essential.  While reading and literature continue to enrich our lives, technology now channels vast 

amounts of information through a variety of media.  We must be able to access freely, process 

adequately, and evaluate critically this information. 

 

 LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAM MISSION STATEMENT 

 The mission of the school Library Media Program is to encourage students to enjoy reading, to 

foster an appreciation for literature, and to provide instruction in the effective use of ideas and 

information.  The Library Media Program serves as an integral part of all areas of the school 

curriculum and fosters lifelong learning.  Collaborative planning between classroom teachers and 

library media specialists ensures that the entire school is involved in a cooperative integrated learning 

process and unites the classroom with the resources available in the library media center.  The 

information problem-solving process evolves from the classroom/content area and is then integrated 

with the Library Media Program.  Likewise, Indian Education content evolves from the 

classroom/content area and is then integrated with the Library Media Program. 

 

 Among the goals of the Library Media Program are: 

 

 1. To provide a facility that functions as the information center of the school. 

 

 2. To provide resources and activities that reflect the diversity of experiences, opinions, and 

cultural perspectives. 

 

 3. To provide resources and activities that contribute to the development of lifelong learning, 

while accommodating a wide range of interests, capabilities, learning styles, instructional 

methods, and teaching styles. 

 

 4. To provide physical access to information through diverse learning resources, including 

information and materials outside the Library Media Center. 

 

 5. To provide leadership, instruction, and consulting assistance in the use of instructional and 

information technology. 

 

 6. To provide intellectual access to information in all content areas through various learning 

activities appropriate to students of all ages and abilities. 

 

 7. To provide learning experiences that encourage users to become discriminating consumers and 

skilled creators of information. 
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LIBRARY MEDIA LEARNER COMPETENCIES AND 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS TO THE LEARNER COMPETENCIES 

 

Assessment Key: 

O = Observation   P = Product 

W = Written         C = Cooperative (Assessed Cooperatively 

V = Verbal     with the Classroom Teacher) 

 

  I. ORIENTATION 

A. CONDUCT 

K-12: Students will use appropriate Library Media Center behavior and show respect for 

others [O]. 

 

B. CARE & RESPONSIBILITY 
K: Students will demonstrate personal responsibility for materials, equipment, and 

facilities [O]. 

 

1-12: Students will demonstrate increasing personal responsibility for materials, 

equipment, and facilities [O]. 

 

C. CIRCULATION PROCEDURES 
K-12: Students will check out and return materials with assistance [O]. 

 

 II. ORGANIZATION & UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES 

A. LOCATION 
K: Students will locate easy/primary books and other materials [O]. 

 

1: Students will locate fiction and nonfiction sections [O, V]. 

 

2: Students will locate: 

a. materials by simple alphabetical order 

b. reference section 

c. periodicals 

d. biographies 

e. special collections [O, V]. 

 

3: Students will locate with assistance: 

a. basic reference tools 

b. fiction and nonfiction materials [O, V, W]. 

 

4-12: Students will locate print and nonprint with increasing independence: 

a. reference tools 

b. fiction and nonfiction materials [O, V, W]. 
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 B. ALPHABETICAL ORDER & NUMERICAL ORDER 
1: Students will recognize: 

a. author letter alphabetization 

b. that materials are kept in order 

c. alphabetize by first letter [O, W]. 

 

2: Students will: 

a. alphabetize to second letter [O, W] 

b. keep books in order when browsing [O]. 

 

3: Students will: 

a. alphabetize to their reading level 

b. retrieve materials using numerical sequencing [O]. 

 

4-12: Students will continue to develop skill in alphabetical and numerical sequencing 

[O, W]. 

 

C. CATALOG 
2: Students will identify the catalog as a tool for locating materials [O]. 

3: Students will: 

a. invert names [O, V] 

b. access information by author, subject, title, or keyword [O, W] 

c. locate materials by call number [O]. 

4-12: Students will continue to develop skill in using accessing systems [O, W]. 

 

D. CARE & OPERATION OF EQUIPMENT 
K-12: Students will recognize and operate necessary equipment with increasing skill [O]. 

 

III. SELECTION & EVALUATION OF RESOURCES 

A. PERSONAL SELECTION 
K-12: Students will select materials according to their individual interests, abilities and 

needs [O, V]. 

 

B. AUTHORS & ILLUSTRATORS 
K: Students will recognize that books are created by people known as authors and 

illustrators [O]. 

 

1-2: Students will: 

a. differentiate between the roles of author and illustrator [V]. 

b. recognize the distinct style of specific authors and illustrators [O, V]. 

3-12: Students will: 

a. choose materials according to author and illustrator preference and author's 

authority [O]. 



 

 

 

4 

b. identify some Montana authors and illustrators and their works [O, V]. 

 

C. ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS 

1. INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 
K-12: Students will recognize that they have the right to select freely from available 

materials [O, V]. 

 

2. COPYRIGHT & PLAGIARISM 
3-12: Students will recognize that the content of media is the property of its creator [O, 

W, P]. 

4-12: Students will cite sources of information [V, W, P]. 

 

 IV. RESEARCH & STUDY SKILLS 
A. PROBLEM SOLVING PROCESS (Steps 1-6 are Taught and Assessed Cooperatively 

with Classroom Teacher [C]). 

K-12: 

1. TASK DEFINITION: 

Students will determine: 

a. the problem 

b. what information is needed to solve the problem. 

 

2. INFORMATION SEEKING STRATEGIES: 

Students will determine: 

a. what sources are available 

b. how to locate the sources. 

 

3. IDENTIFY, LOCATE & ACCESS PRINT AND NONPRINT RESOURCES 

Students will: 

a. identify and locate resources 

b. determine where the information is within the resource 

c. scan the resource 

   d. evaluate the source 

e. select information to use. 

 

4. USE OF INFORMATION: 

Students will: 

a. select relevant information for solving the problem 

b. cite sources in an acceptable bibliographic format and record information 

c. determine if resources are adequate 

d. seek additional resources as needed. 
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  5. SYNTHESIS 

Students will: 

a. organize information 

b. determine format and presentation of information. 

 

6. EVALUATION 

Students will: 

a. present information 

b. assess the product 

c. evaluate the effectiveness of the process. 

 

B. PARTS OF A BOOK AND OTHER MATERIALS 
1: Students will: 

a. locate information on the title page [O, V]. 

b. locate publication information including  copyright date of a book [O, V]. 

c. locate and identify the title and credits of nonprint media [O, V]. 

d. locate the table of contents, glossary, and index of a book [O]. 

4-5: Students will: 

a. locate bibliography, appendix, charts and graphs of a book [O, V]. 

b. identify parts of nonprint materials [O, V]. 

6-8: Students will utilize previously introduced parts of media [O, V, W, P]. 

9-12: Students will locate, identify, and utilize all major parts of any form of material 

including notes and bibliographic information [O, V, W, P]. 

 

C. LISTENING & VIEWING SKILLS 
K-1: Students will: 

a. develop language skills via stories and other media experiences 

b. interpret visual images into information via stories and other media 

experiences 

c. develop listening skills via stories and other media experiences [O, V]. 

1-4: Students will: 

a. participate in cooperative story telling [O, V]. 

b. use media in story telling [O, V, P]. 

 

1-6: Students will develop increasingly sophisticated skills in decoding and 

understanding visual messages [O, V, W, P]. 

1-12: Students will use a variety of media to communicate information and ideas [O, V, 

W, P]. 

K-12: Students will, with staff assistance, use appropriate media to search, select, and 

organize information to assemble a product for communicating to others [O, V, W, 

P]. 

 

E. COMMUNITY & OTHER INFORMATION SOURCES 
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K-12: Students will recognize information sources beyond the library setting such as: 

a. public library and other library systems 

b. local state, and federal government agencies 

c. business and industry 

d. community resources persons 

e. electronically accessed information 

f. others [O, V, W, P]. 

 

V. LITERACY 

A. PROMOTING APPRECIATION & UNDERSTANDING OF MEDIA 
K-3: Students will: 

a. read, listen, and view for pleasure and information 

b. identify literary elements [O, V]. 

K-12: Students will: 

a. recognize in literature and other media multiculturalism, gender equity and age 

equity [O, V]. 

 

B. GENRE EXPERIENCES (IN VARIOUS FORMATS) 
K-12: Students will respond to a wide variety of genre including: 

1. PICTURE BOOKS 

2. TRADITIONAL LITERATURE (INCLUDING THAT OF MONTANA 

INDIAN TRIBES) 

3. FANTASY 

4. REALISTIC FICTION 

5.    SCIENCE FICTION 

6. BIOGRAPHICAL & INFORMATIONAL SOURCES 

7. POETRY 

8. OTHER [O, V]. 

K-12: Students will relate their personal life and interests to literacy experiences [O, V, 

W, P]. 

 

C. AWARD WINNING LITERATURE 
K-12: Students will identify award winners as examples of high quality media. 

 


