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Part	B	–	Application	Summary	

Applicant	Information	

Name	of	Applicant:	Friends	of	2	Rivers		

Address:	PO	Box	376,	Milltown	MT	59851	

Primary	Contact:	Gary	Matson	 Title:	Treasurer	

Telephone:	(406)	370-6584	 Email:	gjmatson@montana.com	

Fiscal	Sponsor	Information	
(If	applicable.	Additional	partners	should	be	discussed	in	Part	C5:	Project	Match	of	the	application.)	

Name:	

Address:	

Contact:	 Title:	

Telephone:	 Email:	

Partner	Responsibilities:	

Project	Information	

Project	Title:	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail			

Surface	Type:	Paved	 Planning	Region:	Missoula	

Project/Trailhead	Location	(Geocode,	Lat/Long,	etc):	From	Tamarack	Road	in	West	Riverside	to	
Speedway	Avenue	in	East	Missoula,	along	the	south	side	of	HWY	200	and	the	north	side	of	the	
Clark	Fork	River.		

Bond	Program	Request:		$318,600	 Bond	Program	Request	as	%	of	Total	Project:	
20%	

Secured	Funding	Total:		$0	 Total	Project	Amount:		$1,593,000	

Has	your	organization	received	Trails	Bond	funding	in	the	past?	No.	
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Part	C	–	Project	Details	(Scored	out	of	100	points)	

Please	respond	to	each	of	the	following	prompts	as	completely	as	possible.	Place	responses	
directly	beneath	each	individual	prompt.	Write	in	“N/A”	for	any	prompt	that	does	not	pertain	
to	your	project.	If	attachments	apply	to	a	question,	fully	answer	the	question	and	include	a	
reference	to	the	attachment	included	with	Part	G	of	your	application.		
	
Point	assignments	will	be	used	as	a	guide	for	project	recommendations.	No	minimum	score	is	
required	for	project	approval.		
	
C-1	Access	and	Connectivity	–	(25pts.)		
	

1. Describe	the	project	goal,	scope,	and	expected	results.	Be	specific.	Discuss	what	the	
project	will	provide,	whether	the	trail	will	be	newly	constructed,	extended,	or	
improved,	the	intended	route,	and	connections.	

	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	(BST)	project	is	a	
proposed	multi-use	path	between	Tamarack	
Drive	in	West	Riverside	to	Speedway	Avenue	
in	East	Missoula.	This	1.7	mile	section	of	trail	
is	the	missing	link	in	a	regional	system	that	
runs	from	Turah	to	Hamilton.	The	BST	will	
connect	with	the	recently-completed	trail	
section	that	runs	from	the	Black	Bridge	in	
Bonner/West	Riverside	to	Tamarack	Drive.	
The	project	will	be	newly	constructed	along	
the	south	side	of	Highway	200	until	the	Sha-
Ron	fishing	access	site	at	Speedway	Avenue.	
From	Speedway	Avenue,	the	route	will	
connect	with	the	soon-to-be-completed	Kim	
Williams	trail	connection.	Along	Speedway	
Avenue,	the	project	will	include	bike	and	
pedestrian	striping	on	the	roadway.		
	
The	trail	has	three	distinct	sections:	Section	1.	From	Tamarack	Drive	to	McDowell	Drive,	Section	
2.	From	McDowell	Drive	to	just-west	of	Marshall	Canyon	Road,	&	Section	3.	West	of	Marshall	
Canyon	Road	to	Speedway	(see	attachment	#2).	Both	the	first	and	third	sections	are	similar	in	
that	the	road	has	a	very	narrow	paved	shoulder	and	highway	speed	limits	of	55	miles	per	hour.	
The	second	section	of	the	trail	is	the	most	problematic	point	along	the	route	for	bicyclist	and	
pedestrian	safety.	In	this	section,	the	road	curves	and	obstructs	sight	lines	and	bicyclists	and	
pedestrians	are	sandwiched	on	the	narrow	shoulder	between	traffic	and	a	guard	rail.	Walkers	
can	avoid	this	most	dangerous	section	by	walking	on	the	other	side	of	the	guardrail,	but	that	
also	required	them	to	walk	through	tall	vegetation	in	the	summer,	or	snow	in	the	winter.	

Figure 1- Overview of the Bonner Streetcar Trail within the 
broader regional trails system. Source: Missoulian, "Preliminary 
study finds Bonner Trail section begins with donated work, 
11/01/2016.	
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The	goal	of	the	project	is	to	create	a	safe	route	for	pedestrians	and	bicyclists	between	Tamarack	
Drive	and	Speedway,	along	the	south	side	of	Highway	200,	next	to	the	Clark	Fork	River.	The	trail	
will	serve	residents	taking	advantage	of	local	and	community	events,	accessing	employment	
and	services	in	and	around	Missoula,	and	also	regional	residents	who	are	able	to	better	access	
the	recreational	opportunities	in	and	around	Bonner.	The	project	will	also	benefit	Bonner	
School	children	who	will	gain	access	to	a	safe	route	to	school.		
	

2. Describe	the	intended	or	anticipated	group	of	users	for	this	this	trail	project.	Provide	
an	estimate	of	the	number	of	trail	users	per	year	along	with	an	explanation	for	how	
this	figure	was	calculated.		

	
When	complete,	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	serve	the	following	groups	of	users:	1.	Local	
residents	traveling	within	the	community,	including	Bonner	School	students;	2.	Local	residents	
traveling	to	Missoula	for	employment,	goods,	and	services;	3.	Regional	residents	looking	to	
better	access	the	recreation,	events,	and	employment	in	and	around	Bonner	and	Milltown	
State	Park.	Below	each	of	the	three	groups	of	users	is	a	list	of	the	specific	kinds	of	users.	More	
detail	on	each	of	these	groups	and	opportunities	is	also	provided	in	section	C-1,	question	4.		
	
Local	residents	traveling	within	the	community,	including	Bonner	School	students:		
	
The	BST	will	serve	Bonner	School	students	needing	safe	routes	to	school.	The	Bonner	School	
District	extends	from	the	bottom	of	Brickyard	Hill	in	East	Missoula	to	the	east	end	of	Chumrau	
Loop.	Students	on	the	east	end	of	the	district	are	able	to	utilize	the	Bonner	to	Turah	trail	and	
current	sidewalks	to	get	to	school.	Students	living	west	of	Tamarack	Drive	not	only	lack	trails	or	
sidewalks,	but	the	only	route	is	along	Montana	Highway	200,	a	secondary	state	highway	with	a	
speed	limit	of	55	miles	per	hour	and	a	very	narrow	shoulder.	The	stress-level	of	Highway	200	
for	bicyclists	is	best	described	in	the	December	2016	draft	Activate	Missoula:	Bicycle	Facilities	
Master	Plan.	The	plan	breaks	down	roadways	based	on	how	comfortable	different	groups	
would	feel	riding	along	them.	The	Plan	identifies	Highway	200	as	only	rideable	by	those	who	are	
“Strong	and	Fearless	Adults,”	indicating	the	least	rider-friendly	roadways	(page	32,	page	40,	
Figure	20).		
	
Safe	routes	to	Bonner	School	are	especially	important	given	that	Bonner	School	students	are	
lower-income	than	the	average	student	in	Missoula	County.	Bonner	School	serves	363	students,	
285	in	elementary	and	another	78	in	the	middle	school	program.	Combined,	60.87%	of	Bonner	
School	students	are	at	or	below	185%	of	the	Federal	Poverty	Level	(an	annual	income	of	
$37,296	for	a	family	of	three)	and	eligible	for	free	and	reduced	lunch.	County-wide,	just	43.84%	
of	students	in	public	schools	county-wide	are	eligible	for	free	and	reduced	lunch.	In	addition	to	
students,	the	BST	will	serve	community	residents	traveling	to	Bonner	School	for	community	
events.	The	school	serves	as	the	center	of	the	community	and	hosts	most	cultural	events	and	
public	meetings.	The	school	playground	is	well	utilized	during	non-school	hours	and	also	sits	
adjacent	to	baseball	fields.	
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In	addition	to	students,	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	serve	community	members	traveling	
within	the	community	for	goods,	services,	employment,	and	recreation.		
	
Local	residents	traveling	to	Missoula	for	employment,	goods,	and	services:	
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	serve	residents	from	East	Missoula	to	Turah	with	better	access	
to	Missoula’s	commercial	center	for	employment,	goods,	and	services.	The	communities	east	of	
Missoula	that	will	be	served	by	the	trail	have	higher	rates	of	individuals	living	in	poverty	than	
Missoula	County	as	a	whole,	and	all	of	Missoula	County	has	higher	rates	of	individuals	living	in	
poverty	than	the	Montana	average.	Of	the	1,663	residents	identified	in	the	2010	Census	for	the	
Bonner-West	Riverside	area,	more	than	16.4%	live	below	the	federal	poverty	level.	The	federal	
poverty	level	for	an	individual	in	2016	is	$11,880	per	year	or	$20,160	for	a	family	of	three.	In	
East	Missoula	the	poverty	rate	is	even	higher	with	22.4%	of	their	2,157	residents	living	in	
poverty.	County-wide,	16%	of	residents	live	below	the	poverty	line,	higher	than	the	statewide	
average	of	15.2%	(US	Census,	American	Community	Survey,	2010).		
	
A	safe	route	for	those	going	to	work	or	seeking	services	in	Missoula	is	especially	important	
because	of	the	high	percentage	of	residents	from	East	Missoula	to	Bonner	who	live	in	poverty	
and	are	less	likely	to	have	access	to	transportation.	The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	make	it	
easier	for	Bonner	and	East	Missoula	residents	to	access	employment	and	needed	services	and	
the	demand	is	clearly	demonstrated	by	high	Mountain	Line	bus	line	ridership.	Mountain	Line’s	
Route	#4	services	residents	from	East	Missoula	to	Bonner	with	11	inbound	and	outbound	
weekday	trips.	From	January	2016	–	October	2016,	Mountain	Line	provided	71,000	total	rides,	
an	average	of	about	7,144	trips	per	month.	Overall,	Route	4	ranks	6	out	of	12	for	the	overall	
numbers	of	riders.	This	is	especially	telling,	given	the	rural	nature	of	the	route.	All	other	routes	
that	rank	higher	than	Route	4	serve	Missoula’s	densest	neighborhoods,	the	University	of	
Montana,	and	the	Missoula	International	Airport	(Mountain	Line	data,	January	2017).	There	is	a	
demonstrated	need	for	access	to	goods,	services,	and	employment	in	Missoula,	and	access	will	
be	enhanced	by	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.		
	
Regional	residents	looking	to	better	access	the	recreation,	events,	and	employment	in	and	
around	Bonner	and	Milltown	State	Park:	
	
As	much	as	the	trail	will	serve	local	residents	moving	within	the	community	and	to	Missoula	for	
services	and	recreational	opportunities,	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	serve	the	growing	
number	of	regional	residents	recreating	and	working	in	Bonner.		
	
While	access	to	public	lands	is	abundant	along	the	BST	route	(see	C-2,	question	4),	we	expect	
Milltown	State	Park	to	be	a	major	draw	to	the	area.	According	to	estimates	from	other	similar	
Montana	State	Parks,	Milltown	State	Park	user	rates	are	expected	to	increase	substantially	in	
the	near	future	from	6,000	annual	users	to	more	than	100,000.	The	park	is	currently	not	fully	
open	because	of	delays	in	building	the	entrance	road,	but	negotiations	needed	to	start	
construction	are	moving	along.	We	expect	an	agreement	to	be	reached	and	construction	to	
start	within	the	next	year.	Once	the	road	is	built,	the	park	will	construct	a	parking	lot	and	
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facilities	and	will	begin	to	draw	visitors	from	across	the	region.	Milltown	State	Park	is	a	critical	
access	point	for	those	seeking	to	float	down	the	Clark	Fork	River	toward	Missoula.	It	will	be	the	
only	facility	with	restrooms	and	an	adequate	parking	lot	along	that	popular	stretch	of	the	river	
and	will	only	be	strengthened	by	safe	trail	access.		
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	immediately	serve	the	Milltown	State	Park	from	two	
points,	the	entrance	road	at	Tamarack	Drive	and	the	soon-to-be-built	entrance	at	the	Milltown	
Black	Bridge,	or	“Gateway	Area.”	From	the	Black	Bridge,	a	trail	is	set	to	be	built	south	along	the	
Blackfoot	River	to	the	“Confluence	Area”	of	the	park,	where	it	will	meet	up	with	the	main	area	
of	the	park.	Milltown	State	Park	is	designated	“Class	2”	park	within	the	Montana	State	Park	
system	and	has	an	“opportunity	for	growth.”	There	are	currently	about	6,000	annual	Milltown	
State	Park	users	(accessing	just	the	Overlook	facility),	but	that	number	is	expected	to	grow	to	
about	100,000	users	a	year	once	the	entrance	road	and	facilities	are	completed.		
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	also	provide	a	safe	route	for	those	who	commute	to	Bonner	for	
employment.	While	once	shuttered,	the	Bonner	Mill	Industrial	Park	is	now	home	to	many	
businesses	that	collectively	employ	more	than	300	workers,	with	the	number	expected	to	grow.	
We	expect	that	a	number	of	those	employees	will	utilize	the	trail	to	commute,	but	also	when	
the	Mountain	Line	bus	system	is	not	running.		
	
Estimated	number	of	users:		
Our	best	estimate	for	trail	users	is	based	off	of	the	recently-completed	Missoula	to	Lolo	trail.	
Both	trails	serve	a	similar	use	in	that	they	connect	outlying	more	rural	communities	to	
Missoula’s	core	and	the	broader	community	to	public	lands	and	recreational	opportunities.	
They	are	also	both	located	along	a	highway	with	high	speeds	that	are	dangerous	for	bicyclists	
and	pedestrians.		
	
The	Missoula	to	Lolo	trail	has	three	real-time	trail	counters	that	track	bicyclists,	pedestrians,	
and	peak	travel	times.	Two	of	those	three	counters,	one	between	Blue	Mountain	and	the	
Weigh	Station	and	another	just	South	of	Mormon	Creek	Road	are	the	most	relevant	for	the	
Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	given	their	similar	distance	from	Missoula	and	similar	scenic	and	
recreational	features.	Based	on	average	monthly	rates	of	use	since	July	1,	2016,	we	estimate	
that	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	attract	a	daily	average	of	128	users,	or	46,720	users	
throughout	the	year.	Since	the	Missoula	to	Lolo	trail	is	new	and	we	only	have	a	limited	data	set,	
we	also	anticipate	that	these	numbers	may	increase	over	time	as	more	people	are	aware	of	the	
trail.	Similarly,	we	estimate	that	46,720	is	a	low	estimate	for	annual	usage	on	the	Bonner	
Streetcar	Trail.		
	
How	estimate	was	figured:	The	Eco	Counter	site	located	between	Blue	Mountain	and	the	Weigh	
Station	(coordinates:	46.80135	/	-114.09599)	reports	a	daily	average	of	172	users:	135	
pedestrians	and	37	cyclists	(data	from	7/1/2016	–	01/02/2017).	The	Eco	Counter	site	located	
South	of	Mormon	Creek	Road	(coordinates:	46.74719	/	-114.08304)	reports	a	daily	average	of	
84	users:	48	pedestrians	and	36	cyclists	(data	from	7/1/2016	–	01/02/2017).	The	daily	average	
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across	both	sites	is	128	and	that	average	was	used	to	determine	the	average	for	the	proposed	
Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.		
	

	
Figure 2 - Eco Counter locations along the Missoula to Lolo Trail. The Bonner Streetcar Trail estimates are based off the two 
more southern tracking stations. Source: Eco Counter, Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

	
3. Describe	how	the	project	improves	the	overall	Level	of	Service	for	Trails,	as	identified	

in	the	2012	Parks	and	Trails	Master	Plan	and	any	succeeding	plans.		
	
In	the	2012	Parks	and	Trails	Master	Plan,	the	East	Missoula/Bonner	areas	are	identified	as	
having	a	lower	than	recommended	number	of	miles	than	the	improved	trails	standards	per	
1,000	residents	(page	53).	The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	increase	the	level	of	service	to	the	
community	to	help	meet	recommended	levels.	The	trail	is	included	under	Section	5.2,	“Local	
recommendations	for	both	community	and	regional	trails:”	
	

• “Through	the	efforts	of	planning	the	new	state	park,	recreational	and	commuter	trails	
have	been	a	focus	of	the	area.	Residents	have	expressed	interest	in	trails	that	connect	
major	focal	points	in-town	with	existing	trails	and	parks,	and	improve	safety	along	
Highway	200.	It	is	recommended	that	trails	connect	to	the	school,	as	well	as	with	the	
Kim	Williams	Trail	(page	61).”	

• “The	regional	trail	initiative	can	connect	Bonner	to	East	Missoula,	and	then	extend	north	
from	Bonner	towards	Seeley	Lake	and	the	Swan	Valley.	Bonner	can	serve	as	a	crossroads	
of	the	regional	trail	system	with	sections	coming	from	Clinton/Turah	in	the	east,	going	
to	Missoula	in	the	west,	and	Seeley	Lake	in	the	north	(page	61).”		
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Additionally,	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	meets	many	of	the	primary	recommended	priority	
assignments	under	facility	needs	including:	“develop	multi-use	trails	within	communities,	
develop	multi-use	trails	that	connect	communities	to	adjacent	and/or	nearby	public	lands,	and	
develop	multi-use	trails	that	connect	communities	to	each	other	in	the	county	(regional	trails)	
(page	55).”	
	
In	addition	to	the	Parks	and	Trails	Master	Plan,	the	BST	in	included	in	other	local	planning	
documents	and	that	will	be	discussed	under	question	C-2,	#3.	
	

4. Describe	how	this	project	improves	access	and	connectivity	to	an	existing	trail	
network,	natural	and	community	resources,	and	other	public	lands.			

	
Access	and	connectivity	to	an	existing	trail	network:		
	
The	project	improves	access	and	connectivity	
to	an	existing	trail	network	that	runs	east	to	
Turah	and	west	into	Missoula	and	the	
Bitterroot.	The	BST	is	the	missing	link	in	an	
already-built	regional	trails	system	that	
extends	for	more	than	50	miles	along	the	
Missoula	to	Lolo	Trail	and	the	Bitterroot	Trail.		
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	route	provides	
connectivity	for	cyclists.	The	route	is	a	popular	
bicycle	tourism	route	and	is	included	in	
Adventure	Cycling’s	Lewis	and	Clark	Trail	and	
also	their	Great	Parks	North	bicycle	route.	
Since	1970	the	Tour	of	the	Swan	River	Valley,	
averaging	130	riders,	has	used	the	BST	route	
each	spring.	The	BST	also	completes	an	
important	connection	for	local	mountain	
bikers	accessing	trails	and	lands	up	Marshall	
Canyon	Road.	Figure	3	includes	mountain	
biking	and	hiking	trails	located	along	the	
Mount	Jumbo	Saddle,	Mittower	Gulch,	and	
the	Upper	Marshall	–	Mittower	area.		
	
Access	and	connectivity	to	other	public	lands:		
	
As	outlined	in	question	C-1,	#2,	the	trail	improves	access	to	Milltown	State	Park	and	the	new	
public	access	to	the	confluence	of	the	Blackfoot	and	Clark	Fork	Rivers.	With	Milltown	State	Park	
slated	to	fully	open	within	the	coming	year,	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	provide	connectivity	
and	improved	access	to	a	public	park	with	more	than	100,000	expected	annual	visitors.		
	

Figure 3 - BST access and connectivity to local mountain bike trails.  
Source: MTB Missoula.	
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Additionally,	public	lands	occur	along	the	entire	route	of	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	and	its	
extensions	eastward	to	the	Milltown	Black	Bridge.	At	East	Missoula,	Deer	Creek	Road	can	be	
followed	to	a	planned	Milltown	State	Park	trailhead	in	Bandmann	Flats.	At	Marshall	Canyon,	the	
road	to	the	former	ski	area	has	trailheads	west	to	Mount	Jumbo	and	the	Rattlesnake,	north	to	
the	Rattlesnake	Wilderness,	and	east	to	the	Lolo	National	Forest.	At	Tamarack	Road	and	
Highway	200,	trail	users	can	follow	Tamarack	Road	and	Juniper	Drive	to	the	main	Milltown	
State	Park	access	point	at	the	“Confluence.”	The	Milltown	Black	Bridge	is	a	focal	point	of	the	
“Gateway”	area	of	the	Milltown	State	Park.	Access	from	the	newly	completed	pedestrian	trail	
north	to	both	National	Forest	and	State	Parks	land	is	also	being	planned.	
	
Access and connectivity to natural and community resources:  
 
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	improves	access	and	connectivity	to	the	heart	of	the	Bonner/West	
Riverside/Milltown	community.	In	Bonner,	the	community	regularly	gathers	at	the	Bonner	
School	for	public	and	community	events.	The	school	is	adjacent	to	two	local	churches	that	in	
addition	to	their	regular	services,	host	community	fundraisers	and	events.	Just	down	the	street,	
lies	the	Bonner	–	Milltown	History	Center	and	the	Post	Office.	Just	across	the	Black	Bridge	in	
West	Riverside,	the	trail	connects	the	community	to	the	Town	Pump	gas	station	and	the	River	
City	Grill,	some	of	the	only	services	in	the	area.		
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	improves	access	to	community	resources	including	the	new	concert	
venue	to	be	located	on	the	north	end	of	Bonner.	In	December	2016,	the	Missoulian	reported	
that	KettleHouse	Brewing	Company	and	the	owner	of	the	Wilma	Theatre	will	build	the	
KettleHouse	Amphitheater,	a	4,000	person	venue,	with	1,500	parking	spots.	Trail	access	to	the	
site	will	allow	area	residents	to	either	walk	or	bike	ride	to	concerts	and	will	help	mitigate	traffic	
impacts	for	large	concerts.		
	
In	addition	to	the	trail	connecting	regional	residents	to	recreation	in	the	Bonner	area,	the	trail	
itself	will	used	by	area	runners.	Each	year,	Run	Wild	Missoula	hosts	the	annual	SuperFun(d)	
Run,	one	of	a	series	of	designated	“club	runs,”	that	begins	at	Bonner	School	and	currently	
utilizes	the	Piltzville	Trail.	The	completion	of	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	allow	expanded	
routes	for	the	10k,	5k,	and	1	mile	run	and	the	possibility	of	adding	a	half-marathon.	More	than	
200	runners	participate	annually,	including	not	only	racing	competitors	but	also	Bonner	School	
students	and	a	“just	for	fun”	organization	called	“Back	of	the	Pack.”	Additionally,	Run	Wild	
Missoula	hosts	a	training	class	for	the	Missoula	Marathon	and	frequently	utilizes	trails	to	the	
west	of	Missoula,	including	the	new	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.	 
	

5. Describe	any	historic,	cultural,	and	scenic	resources	found	in	the	project	area.	How	
will	this	project	enhance	these	resources?		

	
The	route	of	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	has	rich	historic	and	cultural	significance.	Local	
historians	have	often	led	tours	along	this	route	to	point	out	historical	features.	The	trail	would	
provide	a	valued	opportunity	to	install	interpretive	displays	and	give	travelers	a	safe	place	to	
pause	and	appreciate.	While	these	interpretive	displays	are	not	allowable	in	the	initial	building	



Missoula County Trails Bond Program 
Level II Application – Friends of 2 Rivers 

	

Trails	Bond	Funding	–	Level	II	Application	 	 Page	12	of	27	 	

phase	of	the	trail,	there	is	strong	community	support	and	interest	in	finding	ways	to	highlight	
this	rich	history,	including	installing	interpretive	signs	and	benches	at	a	later	date.		
 
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	was	historically	used	by	American	Indians	since	time	immemorial.	In	
addition,	this	natural	route	through	the	valley	has	been	key	since	settlers	arrived	in	the	
Missoula	area	in	the	early	1800s.	Key	dates	and	development	that	happened	along	the	Bonner	
Streetcar	Trail	route	include:		
• 1806:	Captain	Meriwether	Lewis	and	

nine	other	men	from	the	Lewis	and	
Clark	expedition	followed	the	ancient	
Road	to	the	Buffalo	over	Marshall	
Grade	and	along	the	north	side	of	the	
Clark	Fork	River	to	the	Blackfoot.		

• 1860/1861:	An	Army	engineering	
project	under	Lt.	John	Mullan	
constructed	the	U.S.	Military	Wagon	
Road,	or	Mullan	Road.		

• 1880s:	The	Northern	Pacific	Railroad	
line	that	had	been	built	across	
Bandmann	Flats,	was	moved	to	the	
present	route	of	Highway	200,	along	
the	proposed	route	of	the	trail.	

• In	1910,	William	A.	Clark’s	Missoula	
Street	Railway	Company	began	electric	
streetcar	service	to	Bonner	on	the	
former	Northern	Pacific	rail	bed.	
Streetcar	tracks	eventually	stretched	
from	the	Bonner	to	Fort	Missoula.	Over	
a	period	of	2.5	years,	2.5	million	
passengers	were	served	by	the	
streetcar	system,	the	primary	
transportation	for	mill	workers	
travelling	to	and	from	work	and	Bonner	
students	travelling	to	and	from	
Missoula	County	High	School.	

• Circa	1912:	The	Yellowstone	Trail	was	
established	as	the	first	transcontinental	
automobile	highway	in	the	US.	The	trail	
followed	the	proposed	Bonner	Street	trail	route.		

• 1925:	Federal	legislation	designated	U.S.	Highway	10.	
• 1978:	The	Mountain	Line	began	bus	service	from	Missoula	to	Bonner.	

	
	
	

Figure 4 - Figure 4 - 1889 railroad derailment between Bonner and 
Missoula (drawings C - 5&6, M & M attachment). Photographer: S. 
H. Draper. Source: The Ron V. Nixon Collection, Museum of the 
Rockies, MSU - Bozeman.	

Figure 5 - Jack L. Demmons Historic Photo Collection.	
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C-2	Project	Readiness	–	(15	pts.)	
	
Note:	Friends	of	2	Rivers	is	working	with	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	on	surveying,	engineering,	
and	project	design.	The	project	readiness	section	references	the	document	Preliminary	Design	
Drawings	for	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail,	complete	by	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	and	included	in	Part	
G,	#8.	

	
1. Discuss	the	ownership	and	legal	access	to	the	proposed	project	site.	Detail	any	third-

party	rights,	easements,	or	other	encumbrances	that	exist.	Provide	supporting	
documentation	proving	ownership,	legal	access	or	permission.	Provide	a	site	map	in	
Part	G.		

	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	project	is	located	along	Highway	200	and	primarily	within	the	
Montana	Department	of	Transportation’s	right-of-way.	While	the	trail	can	technically	be	built	
entirely	within	the	MDT	right-of-way,	the	proposed	design	utilizes	easements	from	two	
individual	landowners	because	it	is	a	more	ideal	route.		

Anderson	Property:		

-							Tax	ID	#5891207:	Tract	2	of	Certificate	of	Survey	3299	in	the	NW1/4	of	Section	18,	Township	
13	North,	Range	18	West,	Missoula	County.	

-							The	proposed	trail	crosses	onto	Anderson	property	(COS	3299,	Tract	2)	at	three	points:	
Stations	30+00,	35+00,	and	55+00.	F02R	is	working	with	Hap	Anderson	and	we	expected	him	to	
sign	the	required	Part	F	–	Acknowledgement	of	Open-Space	land	designation,	submit	a	letter	of	
support,	and	ultimately	approve	easements	on	the	aforementioned	parts	of	his	property.		

	Greil	Property:		

-							Tax	ID	#784909:	Parcel	1	of	Certificate	of	Survey	3289	in	the	NE1/4	and	SE1/4	of	Section	18,	
Township	13	North,	Range	18	West,	Missoula	County.	

-							Tax	ID	#785007:	Parcel	1-D-1	of	Certificate	of	Survey	6443	in	Section	17,	Township	13	North,	
Range	18	West,	Missoula	County.	

-							Between	Station	74+10	and	96+40,	the	trail	is	on	property	owned	by	Bob	Greil	(COS	3289	
Parcel	1	and	Tract	1D	COS	6443).	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	worked	with	Bob	Greil	to	plan	on	the	
trail’s	route	on	his	property.	By	locating	the	trail	farther	from	Highway	200,	it	will	provide	a	
more	scenic	and	safer	experience	for	tail	users.	Bob	Greil	is	expected	to	sign	the	required	Part	F	
–	Acknowledgement	of	Open-Space	land	designation,	submit	a	letter	of	support,	and	to	
approve	an	easement	on	the	aforementioned	part	of	his	property.		
	
Friends	of	2	Rivers	is	working	with	local	partners	to	seek	the	easements	outlined	on	Morrison	&	
Maierle,	Inc.’s	Preliminary	Design	Drawings.	While	the	easements	create	a	more	ideal	route	for	
the	trail	and	save	on	costs,	the	project	can	be	built	entirely	in	the	MDT	right-of-way,	if	required.		
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Finally,	since	the	project	is	located	in	the	vicinity	of	Marshall	Creek,	we	anticipate	that	it	will	
require	a	124	permit	from	Montana	Fish,	Wildlife,	and	Parks.	We	expect	to	be	able	to	secure	
that	permit.			
	

2. Is	this	project	identified	in	a	site	specific	plan,	neighborhood	plan,	or	other	adopted	
planning	document?		If	so,	discuss	how	your	project	aligns	with	that	plan.		

	
The	project	is	not	specifically	identified	in	a	site	or	neighborhood	specific	planning	document.	In	
the	summer	of	2016,	the	Bonner-Milltown	Community	Council	sent	a	letter	to	the	Board	of	
Missoula	County	Commissioners	requesting	to	work	with	the	County	to	develop	a	community	
plan,	but	that	process	has	not	yet	begun.	We	anticipate	that	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	project	
will	be	included	in	future	plans.		
	

3. Describe	the	relationship	of	the	project	to	any	local,	regional,	state	or	system-wide	
master	plan.		Give	the	name	of	each	plan	and	list	related	element(s)	within	the	plan.	
Was	this	project	identified	through	an	independent	community	planning	process?		
Describe	this	process.		

The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	is	included	in	a	number	of	local	and	regional	plans.		

2012	Missoula	Long	Range	Transportation	Plan	Update	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	is	included	in	the	list	of	identified	non-motorized	projects,	identified	
as	project	#361	(page	G-25).	The	project	is	identified	as	an	illustrative	and	unfunded	project.	
Illustrative	projects	are	identified	as	“Projects	supported	by	a	sponsoring	agency,	but	not	
planned	for	receiving	federal	funding	between	2012—2040	(page	H-17).”		

The	Long	Range	Transportation	Plan	Update	had	the	most	robust	public	engagement	process	of	
all	of	the	plans	that	include	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.	The	process	listed	an	extensive	technical	
advisory	committee	and	a	community	advisory	committee	that	included	both	the	East	Missoula	
and	Bonner-Milltown	Community	Councils.	The	process	also	included	a	phone	survey	and	
multiple	public	meetings.		

Active	Transportation	Plan	(2011)		
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	is	included	in	the	Active	Transportation	Plan.	The	trail	section	is	
listed	as	project	#141	(page	6-7),	once	ranked,	the	East	Missoula	to	Bonner	connection	is	
ranked	8th	out	of	30	trail	projects	(page	6-10).	Furthermore,	the	project	along	the	river	corridors	
are	given	as	an	example	of	a	“recommended	location”	for	new	trail	construction.		

“Trails	along	rivers	are	highly	desirable	and	popular	with	citizens.	Access	to	rivers	ranked	
high	with	both	City	and	County	residents	in	regards	to	"needed	facilities"	(68%	of	the	City	
survey	respondents	and	69%	of	County	respondents).	Access	can	be	in	the	form	of	trails	and	
parks	along	rivers	or	developed	boat	ramp	facilities.	(section	III,	Trails,	New	Construction,	
Recommended	Locations,	page	5-40).”	
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The	Plan	was	developed	by	the	Missoula	Active	Transportation	Plan	Advisory	Committee	with	
input	for	three	public	events	aimed	at	identifying	public	opinion	on	needs	and	priorities.		

Master	Bike	Plan	Recommendations	Map	
The	Metropolitan	Planning	Organization’s’	map	of	Master	Bike	Plan	Recommendations	includes	
a	shared-use	path	along	the	proposed	route	of	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.	Additionally,	the	
recommendations	that	Speedway	Avenue	be	developed	as	a	community	greenspace,	further	
enhancing	East	Missoula’s	connectivity	to	the	BST	project.		
		
Bicycle	Facilities	Master	Plan,	December	2016	
The	draft	Plan	includes	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	in	proposed	bikeway	improvements	(figure	
23).	The	Plan	also	reiterates	the	safety	concerns	on	the	BST	route,	with	Highway	200	listed	as	
only	rideable	by	cyclists	who	are	“Strong	and	Fearless	Adults,”	indicating	the	least	rider-friendly	
roadways	(page	32,	page	40,	Figure	20).	The	Bicycle	Facilities	Master	Plan	engaged	the	
community	in	the	following	way	to	help	develop	the	Plan:		

“A	website	for	the	overall	Long	Range	Transportation	Plan	Update	was	created	to	serve	that	
project	and	the	Bicycle	Facilities	Master	Plan	concurrently	The	website	contained	an	interactive	
“story”	map,	which	provided	previous	recommendations	and	allowed	the	public	to	better	
under-	stand	the	planning	process	a	interactive	“wikimap”	was	created	to	solicit	feedback	from	
the	public	in	a	familiar	Google	Maps	type	interface	Participants	were	able	to	leave	comments	
about	driving,	walking,	biking,	transit,	and	intersection	specific	comments.	Overall	1,729	
comments	were	provided	within	this	wikimap	during	the	last	two	months	of	2015	The	
comments	had	a	number	of	very	clear	themes,	ranging	from	facility	requests	to	safety	concerns	
Feedback	received	during	the	online	mapping	exercise	is	shown	in	Figure	18	(page	34).”	
 

4. Is	this	project	“shovel	ready,”	i.e.	planning	work	related	to	design,	engineering,	and	
permitting	have	been	completed?		If	yes,	what	is	the	expected	timeline	for	completing	
the	project?	If	no,	what	steps	remain	to	get	the	project	funded	and	ready	for	
construction?	The	Parks	&	Trails	Advisory	Board	may	specify	a	project	completion	date	
as	a	requirement	to	receive	funding.	

 
The	design	and	engineering	work	for	the	project	have	been	completed	and	exceeds	30%	design	
drawings.	Over	the	past	three	months,	Friends	of	2	Rivers	has	worked	with	local	engineering	
firm	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	on	surveying,	engineering,	and	design.	A	full	report	titled	
“Preliminary	Design	Drawings	for	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail”	is	attached	in	Part	G,	attachment	#2.			
	
The	following	steps	are	needed	to	have	a	“shovel	ready”	project:	

• Friends	of	2	Rivers	will	work	with	the	Bonner	Milltown	Community	Council	and	Missoula	
County	on	an	application	for	the	Transportation	Alternative	grant	to	fund	the	remaining	
80%	of	the	project’s	cost.	The	grant	application	is	due	on	March	31,	2017	and	past	
grants	have	taken	in	excess	of	six	months	to	be	scored	and	awarded		

• Assuming	the	Transportation	Alternatives	grant	is	successful,	Missoula	County	Public	
Works	will	oversee	project	design,	engineering,	and	construction.	Assuming	there	are	
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not	delays	in	the	grant	process	or	unforeseen	construction	challenges,	the	project	is	
expected	to	be	completed	by	fall	of	2018.		

 
5. Permits	may	be	required	for	the	implementation	of	your	project.	For	example,	a	trail	

located	near	streams	or	wetland	areas	will	require	a	U.S.	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	
(USACE	404)	permit.	List	any	known	permits	required	by	your	project	and	the	status	of	
obtaining	those	permits.	Itemize	anticipated	costs	for	any	known	permits,	government	
fees,	and	consultants	in	Part	E	(Budget	Form).		

 
Since	the	project	is	located	in	the	vicinity	of	Marshall	Creek,	we	anticipate	that	it	will	require	a	
124	permit	from	Montana	Fish,	Wildlife,	and	Parks.	We	expect	to	be	able	to	secure	that	permit.			
	

6. What	opportunities	may	be	lost	if	this	project	is	not	funded	now?	
	
If	the	project	is	not	funded	now,	we	lose	the	ability	to	leverage	Parks	and	Trails	Bond	Grant	
matching	funds	to	secure	a	much	larger	Transportation	Alternatives	Grant.	Friends	of	2	Rivers	is	
requesting	a	20%	match	for	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail,	but	the	majority	of	the	cost	must	be	
covered	by	a	larger	funding	source.	The	Transportation	Alternative	Grant	is	a	large	funding	
opportunity	that	is	administered	through	the	Montana	Department	of	Transportation.	It	is	the	
best	option	for	matching	grant	funds	to	complete	the	project	and	the	only	known	grant	that	
could	fund	80%	of	the	project	costs	in	the	near	future.	Additionally,	with	changes	at	the	federal	
level,	the	future	of	the	Transportation	Alternatives	program	is	uncertain	as	it	is	linked	to	federal	
transportation	funding.		

	
C-3	Project	Design	(10	pts.)	
	

1. How	will	your	project	provide	a	recreational	experience	for	users	of	all	ages	and	
abilities	that	will	meet	the	Americans	with	Disability	Act?	

	
The	project	greatly	expands	access	to	recreation	for	individuals	of	all	ages	and	abilities	in	the	
East	Missoula/Bonner/	West	Riverside	areas.		
	
Because	the	project	connects	with	the	trails	on	the	Canyon	River	golf	course	(unpaved)	and	the	
Kim	Williams	Trail	(unpaved),	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	primary	serve	a	recreational	
function.	While	the	ADA	doesn’t	specify	that	a	trail	must	be	paved	to	meet	standards,	we	
anticipate	that	the	Canyon	River	and	Kim	Williams	Trails	will	not	be	accessible.		
	
The	project	will	increase	the	number	of	miles	of	paved,	shared	use	paths	in	the	community.	The	
Bonner	to	Turah	trail	provides	three	miles	of	paved	path,	but	is	only	accessible	to	those	on	the	
Bonner	side	of	the	community.	The	project	will	allow	users	from	Bonner	to	utilize	current	
sidewalks	in	Bonner,	access	the	Milltown	Black	Bridge,	connect	to	the	recently	completed	trail	
that	ends	at	Tamarack	Road,	and	continue	on	to	the	intersection	with	Speedway	Avenue	in	East	
Missoula.	The	completed	system	is	approximated	7.5	miles	of	paved	multi-use	path	that	will	
provide	recreational	opportunities	for	community	members	of	all	ages	and	abilities.	Completion	
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of	the	trail	opens	access	to	residents	in	East	Missoula	as	well	as	those	who	live	along	the	trail’s	
route.		
	
The	project	is	designed	to	increase	access	for	all	ages	and	abilities.	First,	the	entire	length	of	the	
Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	meets	the	goal	of	a	5%	grade	or	less.	The	steepest	point	of	the	trail	is	
4.21%,	near	the	intersection	of	Hwy	200	and	Lerch	lane	(Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	drawing,	C-4).	
The	project	includes	ADA	ramps	and	detection	strips	as	part	of	the	construction	budget.	The	
project	also	meets	best	practices	by	not	including	bollards,	by	avoiding	protrusions	into	the	
trail,	and	meeting	vertical	height	requirements.	Where	possible,	the	design	also	utilizes	a	
physical	barrier	or	open	space	to	distance	the	trail	from	the	roadway.	 
	

2. Describe	the	surface	type,	length,	width,	trail	amenities,	and	lifespan	of	project	
construction	materials.			

	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	is	a	1.7	mile	long	shared-use	path.	The	trail	is	8’	wide	and	will	be	
constructed	of	3”	of	an	asphalt	concrete	surface.	The	trail	has	three	distinct	section	that	are	
outlined	by	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	in	their	Preliminary	Design	Drawings.	On	page	C-13	of	that	
document,	the	three	sections	and	their	typical	profile	and	construction	are	demonstrated.		
	
Trail	amenities	include	the	following:	

- A	relatively	flat	trail	with	less	than	5%	grade	over	the	1.7	mile	span.		
- ADA	ramps	and	detection	strips	at	the	trail	intersection	with	Tamarack	Drive	and	

Speedway	Avenue.		
- A	guardrail	barrier	between	Highway	200	and	the	trail	from	STA	29+55.80	to	STA	

53+61.43	(MM	Preliminary	Design	Drawings,	page	C-13).	
- A	42”	high	wooden	safety	railing	between	the	trail	and	the	slope	down	to	the	Clark	Fork	

River	from	STA	40+64.64	to	STA	50+72.69	(MM	Preliminary	Design	Drawings,	pages	C-6,	
C-7).		

- Pedestrian	signage	along	the	trail	route.		
	
The	lifespan	of	the	project	construction	materials	is	approximately	20	years.	
	

3. Discuss	the	current	condition	of	the	project	site	and	what	improvements	or	changes	
are	being	proposed	and	why.			

The	current	condition	of	the	project	site	is	mostly	–	flat,	undeveloped,	secondary	highway	right-
of-way.	The	majority	of	the	proposed	project	design	will	require	minimal	addition	and	removal	
of	soil	to	reach	the	desired	grade	and	needed	base	for	constructability.		

The	middle-section	of	the	project	is	a	narrow	stretch	of	land	that	slopes	steeply	down	the	bank	
toward	the	Clark	Fork	River.	Fortunately,	the	Montana	Department	of	Transportation	recently	
installed	a	soil	nail	wall	that	improves	the	constructability	and	cost	of	this	project	(between	STA	
40+64.64	to	PCC	44+25.76,	MM	Preliminary	Design	Drawings,	pages	C-6,	C-7).	In	order	to	
accommodate	the	trail	on	this	narrow	stretch,	the	project	design	includes	a	slight	highway	
realignment	to	the	north,	away	from	the	river.	Between	STA	41+94	and	STA	51+77,	the	design	
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call	for	the	contractor	to	hip	seal	the	entire	roadway	and	repaint	the	yellow	center	line	and	
white	lane	lines.	This	work	will	also	include	a	new	asphalt	shoulder	on	the	north	side	of	highway	
200	to	maintain	a	standard	road	width	of	12’	wide	with	a	2’	shoulder	(MM	Preliminary	Design	
Drawings,	pages	C-6,	C-7).	
	

4. Provide	detailed	maps,	photos,	or	renderings	illustrating	what	the	project	might	look	
like	that	will	best	communicate	your	vision	and	design	intent.		Describe	how	the	
project	will	be	designed,	constructed,	and	managed.	Explain	your	process	for	choosing	
vendors,	materials,	systems,	etc.			

The	Preliminary	Design	and	Drawings	from	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	give	the	most	
comprehensive	details	about	the	trail	sections	and	design	(see	attachment	#2).	If	funded,	the	
Montana	Department	of	Transportation,	or	their	designee,	would	manage	final	design	and	
construction	of	the	project.		

5. Will	this	project	address	safety	issues?	If	yes,	provide	an	explanation.	
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	trail	has	three	distinct	sections:	Section	1.	From	Tamarack	Drive	to	
McDowell	Drive,	Section	2.	From	McDowell	Drive	to	just-west	of	Marshall	Canyon	Road,	&	
Section	3.	West	of	Marshall	Canyon	Road	to	Speedway	Avenue.	Both	the	first	and	third	sections	
are	similar	in	that	the	road	has	a	very	narrow	paved	shoulder	and	highway	speed	limits	of	55	
miles	per	hour.	The	second	section	of	the	trail	is	the	most	problematic	point	along	the	route	for	
bicyclist	and	pedestrian	safety.	In	this	section,	the	road	curves	and	obstructs	sight	lines	and	
bicyclists	and	pedestrians	are	sandwiched	on	the	narrow	shoulder	between	traffic	and	a	guard	
rail.	Walkers	can	avoid	this	most	dangerous	section	by	walking	on	the	other	side	of	the	
guardrail,	but	that	also	required	them	to	walk	through	tall	vegetation	in	the	summer,	or	snow	in	
the	winter.	

Highway	200	is	a	secondary	state	highway	with	speeds	that	are	reach	55mph.	Highway	200	is	
the	only	route	from	Bonner	to	East	Missoula,	given	the	prohibition	of	cycling	on	I-90.	Motorists	
traveling	the	route	frequently	encounter	cyclists	and	pedestrian.	Besides	the	occasional	
recreational	user,	there	are	larger	numbers	training	for	events	affiliated	with	cycling	
organizations	in	Missoula,	or	local	residents	trying	to	access	employment	or	services	in	
Missoula.	Every	meeting	between	motorist	and	cyclist	or	pedestrian	is	a	“close	encounter”	
given	the	virtually	nonexistent	shoulder	on	the	busy	highway,	especially	around	the	Marshall	
Canyon	Road	area	where	the	road	curves	and	limits	sightlines.		

As	discussed	in	C-1,	question	#2,	the	stress-level	of	Highway	200	for	bicyclists	is	best	described	
in	the	December	2016	draft	Activate	Missoula:	Bicycle	Facilities	Master	Plan.	The	plan	breaks	
down	roadways	based	on	how	comfortable	different	groups	would	feel	riding	along	them.	The	
Plan	identifies	Highway	200	as	only	rideable	by	those	who	are	“Strong	and	Fearless	Adults,”	
indicating	the	least	rider-friendly	roadways	(page	32,	page	40,	Figure	20).	The	Bonner	Streetcar	
Trail	will	create	a	new,	safe	route	for	both	pedestrians	and	cyclists.	
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6. Describe	surrounding	natural	resources	at	the	site,	including	predominant	vegetation	
and	wildlife	species,	habitat	areas,	water	and	other	natural	resources.	Discuss	impacts	
to	these	resources	as	a	result	of	this	project	and	describe	how	they	will	be	protected.		
Data	from	the	Missoula County Practical Landscape Assessment for 
Conservation and Enhancement (PLACE)	Resource	Atlas	can	serve	as	a	potential	
resource	for	attaining	this	information.	

 
Applicant	consulted	PLACE	GIS	information	http://gis.missoulacounty.us/caps/place/	for	the	
project	area	and	vicinity.	Flora	and	Fauna:	No	threatened	&	endangered	species	of	flora	or	
fauna;	much	of	area	is	whitetailed	deer,	mule	deer,	and	elk	winter	range;	bighorn	sheep	general	
and	winter	range.	Species	of	Concern:	Bald	Eagle	habitat.	Aquatic	and	Riparian:	Marshall	Creek,	
Mittower	Creek,	Clark	Fork	River,	Blackfoot	River.	Human	Connections:	Two	schools,	Mount	
Jumbo	and	Bonner	Elementary	are	at	the	western	and	eastern	extremes,	respectively,	of	the	
general	trail	route;	seven	common	areas	are	nearby,	including	the	Marshall	Ski	and	Recreation	
Area,	Canyon	River	Golf	Club,	and	Hellgate	Rifle	Range;	One	historic	site,	the	old	Marshall	Grade	
Stagecoach	route;	One	historic	trail,	the	Mullan	Road;	widespread	archeological	resources.	
There	is	one	fishing	access	site,	Sha-Ron.	Working	Lands:	All	areas	on	or	near	the	trail	route	
have	soils	of	farmland	importance;	there	are	grazing	areas	east	of	Marshall	Grade	that	have	
been	in	continuous	use	for	a	long	time	but	are	not	shown	in	the	PLACE	data.	The	Bonner	
Streetcar	Trail	is	expected	to	have	no	undesirable	impact	on	any	of	these	resources.	
	

7. Is	this	project	part	of	a	larger	conservation	easement	acquisition	project?	If	so,	
describe	the	conservation	values	and	public	benefits/value	of	the	land,	easement	or	
water	resource.	
	

The	project	is	not	part	of	a	larger	conservation	easement.		
	
C-4	Project	Support	(20-pts.)	

	
1. Summarize	your	organization’s	efforts	and	investments	for	this	project	prior	to	

submitting	this	application.	
	
The	Milltown	Superfund	Site	Redevelopment	Working	Group	originated	the	“Superfun(d)	Run”	
on	the	“Piltzville	Pedestrian	Trail”	to	celebrate	the	success	of	the	Milltown	Reservoir	clean-up.	
The	trail	was	built	during	the	clean-up	to	provide	Bonner	School	students	a	safe	route	to	school,	
and	to	minimize	conflicts	between	residents	and	construction	traffic.	Six	of	the	seven	current	
Friends	of	2	Rivers	(FO2R)	Directors	were	members	of	the	Working	Group.	FO2R	continued	
sponsoring	the	run	after	the	inaugural	year	until	it	was	adopted	by	Run	Wild	Missoula	as	a	
regular	event.	FO2R	continues	to	invest	in	the	trail	by	providing	maintenance	and	
improvements	that	supplement	those	Missoula	County	provides	by	agreement	with	the	State.	

	
FO2R	members	participate	as	“Friends”	of	the	Milltown	State	Park,	assisting	in	ongoing	trail	
construction	and	maintenance.	With	the	Park,	we	co-sponsor	“Community	at	the	Confluence,”	
another	event	celebrating	the	success	of	the	EPA	clean-up	and	State-sponsored	redevelopment.	
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2. Discuss	any	efforts	to	obtain	public	input,	disseminate	public	information,	develop	
partnerships,	and	garner	community	support	specifically	related	to	this	project.	For	
regional	trails,	the	process	needs	to	include	notification	and/or	involvement	of	
residents	from	adjacent	communities.			
	

The	Milltown	Superfund	Site	Redevelopment	Working	Group	was	formed	in	the	year	2003	
through	the	cooperative	efforts	of	Missoula	County	and	the	EPA.	The	Working	Group	
conceptualized	a	redevelopment	plan,	which	was	ultimately	adopted	as	the	working	plan	for	
the	Milltown	State	Park.	Elements	of	the	redevelopment	plan	included	an	extensive	system	of	
community	trails,	one	part	of	which	is	the	currently	proposed	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.	The	
Working	group	conducted	an	extensive	program	of	outreach,	including	public	meetings	in	
Bonner	as	well	as	meetings	with	local	entities	and	Missoula	City	and	County	officials	and	
departments	(Bonner	School,	Bonner	Milltown	Community	Council,	Neighborhood	meetings,	
Mayor	John	Engen,	Missoula	City	Parks	and	Recreation,	Summit	Independent	Living	Center,	Five	
Valleys	Land	Trust).	The	Working	Group’s	proposed	redevelopment	plan	was	met	with	uniform	
enthusiasm	at	every	occasion.	

	
The	Milltown	to	East	Missoula	trail	concept	has	been	on	the	Bonner	Milltown	Community	
Council	agenda	since	the	year	2013.	Updates	are	given	at	each	meeting	and	continually	receive	
solid	public	support.	The	Bonner	Milltown	Community	Council	worked	with	Bonner	School	to	
submit	a	Transportation	Alternatives	Grant	application	in	2013	for	a	portion	of	the	proposed	
project.	That	grant	application	process	included	public	meetings	about	the	trail	project	with	
solid	public	support.		
	
Finally,	members	of	Friends	of	2	Rivers	and	the	Bonner	Milltown	Community	Council	have	
engaged	and	updated	the	East	Missoula	Community	Council	about	the	project.	Those	updates	
at	public	meetings	have	garnered	strong	public	support	for	the	project.		
	

3. Briefly	discuss	support	from	entities	and	user	groups	that	are	supporting	the	project	in	
ways	other	than	cash	or	in-kind	contributions.		A	maximum	of	five	support	letters	
should	be	attached	in	Part	G	and	clearly	labeled	on	the	section	cover	page.	All	letters	
should	be	dated	within	the	last	twelve	months.		

	
Bonner	School	
Bonner	School	has	been	a	longtime	supporter	of	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	in	part	because	of	
the	benefits	to	area	students	needing	safe	routes	to	school	and	safe	routes	to	travel	within	the	
community.	In	2013,	Bonner	School	acted	as	the	project	sponsor	and	submitter	for	a	
Transportation	Alternative	grant	for	a	portion	of	the	trail.	While	the	grant	was	not	awarded,	the	
planning	and	community	support	help	to	secure	the	building	of	the	trail	section	to	Tamarack	
Drive.	A	letter	of	support	from	Bonner	School	is	included.		
	
Milltown	State	Park	
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Milltown	State	Park	has	been	a	longtime	support	of	the	trail	efforts	in	the	Bonner	area.	The	
Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	compliments	the	efforts	of	Milltown	State	Park	to	develop	the	park	and	
improve	access	to	this	new	community	recreational	opportunity.	A	letter	of	support	from	
Milltown	State	Park	is	included.		
	
The	Clark	Fork	Coalition	
The	Clark	Fork	Coalition	has	long	been	involved	in	the	Bonner	–	Milltown	community’s	
discussions	and	visioning	after	the	removal	of	the	dam.	Trails	and	a	trail	system	have	long	been	
part	of	that	local	vision	and	the	Clark	Fork	Coalition	has	supported	the	local	efforts	to	
incrementally	make	a	trail	system	a	reality.	A	letter	of	support	from	the	Clark	Fork	Coalition	is	
included.			
	
Adventure	Cycling	Association	
Highway	200	is	a	popular	route	for	both	recreation	and	touring	cyclists	and	Adventure	Cycling	
Association	has	long	been	a	supporter	of	establishing	a	safe,	non-motorized	route	for	all	
cyclists.	A	letter	of	support	from	Adventure	Cycling	Association	is	included.		
	
Five	Valleys	Land	Trust	(FVLT)	
FVLT	has	had	remarkable	success	in	its	goal	of	preserving	open	lands	in	Western	Montana.	In	
the	Missoula	area	these	include	Mount	Sentinel,	Mount	Jumbo,	the	North	Hills,	Mount	Dean	
Stone,	and	the	Bandmann	Flats	area	of	Milltown	State	Park.	The	mission	of	FVLT	is	to	preserve	
the	open	space	that	is	central	to	the	outdoor	enjoyment	Montanans	value	so	highly.	Access	to	
open	space	is	enhanced	by	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.	A	letter	of	support	from	Five	Valleys	is	
included.	
	

4. Discuss	any	objections	or	opposition	to	this	project.		Include	any	letters,	petitions,	
Project	Match	(20	pts.)	

 
There	has	been	no	documented	opposition	to	the	project.		
	
C-5	Project	Match	(20	pts.)	

	
1. Describe	any	partnerships	providing	cash	or	in-kind	contributions.		Include	all	partner	

support	letters	in	Part	G	and	clearly	label	on	the	section	cover	page.		Include	match	
from	all	partners	in	Part	E.		All	support	letters	committing	a	match	must	be	dated	
within	the	last	twelve	months	to	be	eligible.	

	
Friends	of	2	Rivers	is	working	with	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	and	the	Missoula	County	Parks	
Board,	both	of	whom	have	provided	cash	and	in-kind	support	for	the	project.	After	an	article	in	
the	MIssoulian	about	local	efforts	to	complete	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	and	build	the	missing	
link	in	our	regional	trails	network,	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	reached	out	to	the	community	to	
begin	a	discussion	on	the	project	and	if	and	how	they	could	help	the	project	come	to	fruition.		
	
Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	proposed	to	provide	the	engineering	and	design	needed	to	secure	
funding	for	the	project.	They	proposed	to	donate	50%	of	the	cost	to	complete	the	necessary	
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preliminary	work.	Friends	of	2	Rivers	asked	the	Missoula	County	Parks	and	Trails	Board	for	their	
support	in	order	to	take	advantage	of	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.’s	generous	offer.	In	action	on	
October	13,	2016,	the	Board	awarded	$5,247	from	Parks	and	Trails	cash	to	Friends	of	2	Rivers	
to	match	the	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	pro-bono	offer.	Subsequently,	Friends	of	2	Rivers	
entered	into	an	agreement	with	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.	to	conduct	the	preliminary	design	
study.		
 

2. How	much	of	the	project’s	cash	match	is	secured?	How	much	still	needs	to	be	raised	
and	what	are	your	plans	for	raising	additional	funds?		Has	your	organization	applied	
for	any	grants	that	are	pending?	Does	it	plan	to?	What	is	your	back	up	plan	if	you	are	
unable	to	raise	those	funds?	If	this	project	is	a	part	of	a	larger	or	multi-phased	project,	
all	of	the	match	shown	in	this	application	must	be	dedicated	to	this	portion	or	phase.	
			

The	project’s	cash	match	is	not	yet	secured.	Friends	of	2	Rivers	is	working	with	the	Bonner-
Milltown	Community	Council	and	Missoula	County	who	will	be	submitting	a	Transportation	
Alternatives	Grant	Application	to	fund	the	project	match,	the	remaining	80%	of	the	project’s	
cost.	The	deadline	to	submit	the	Transportation	Alternative	grant	is	March	31,	2017.		
	
If	Missoula	County	is	not	successful	in	the	Transportation	Alternatives	Grant	Application,	then	
the	project	will	not	move	forward	at	the	current	time.	There	is	currently	not	an	alternative	
funding	opportunity	to	provide	the	balance	of	the	project	costs.	
	
The	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	is	the	final	phase	of	a	multi-year,	multi-phase	project.	Previous	legs	
of	the	project	include	a	trail	section	from	the	Milltown	Black	Bridge	to	TrailWest	bank	in	West	
Riverside.	This	was	constructed	as	part	of	MDT’s	redesign	of	the	intersection	and	signaling	at	
Town	Pump.	A	second	leg	was	built	from	TrailWest	bank	to	Tamarack	Drive	with	support	from	
Missoula	County	Public	Works.	In	2013,	Bonner	School	submitted	a	Transportation	Alternatives	
grant	application	on	behalf	of	the	Bonner-Milltown	Community	Council	and	the	community.	
The	grant	was	not	funded,	but	the	planning,	public	input,	and	community	support	helped	to	
secure	completion	of	the	first	two	legs	of	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	project.		
	
C-6	Maintenance	(10	pts.)		

	
1. Describe	the	long-term	maintenance	plan	for	the	trail	facility.		Estimate	the	annual	

costs	to	maintain	the	facility,	how	those	numbers	were	calculated,	how	you	intend	to	
fund	maintenance,	and	who	will	be	responsible	for	maintenance.		

	
Friends	of	2	Rivers	anticipates	that	once	built,	the	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	will	fall	under	Missoula	
County	trail	maintenance,	as	defined	by	County	trail	policy.	Missoula	County	is	currently	
funding	trail	maintenance	that	allows	most	trails	to	be	plowed	up	to	10	times,	swept	twice,	and	
sprayed	once	for	areas	impacted	by	noxious	weeds.	The	County	has	demonstrated	their	
commitment	to	trail	maintenance,	so	long	as	the	budget	allows	this	activity.		
	
Missoula	County	has	expressed	willingness	to	formalize	an	agreement	with	MDT	for	
maintenance	in	the	same	fashion	as	done	previously	for	the	Missoula-to-Lolo	segment	of	the	
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Bitterroot	Trail	and	the	Piltzville	Trail.	
	
Additionally,	it	is	the	hope	of	F02R	that	MDT	will	accept	maintenance	for	pavement	repairs	for	
the	project	(see	attachment	#6).	This	maintenance	is	normally	done	when	adjacent	road	
maintenance	is	occurring.		
	
	
Certification	of	accuracy	for	the	information	provided	in	Part	C:	
Applicant	certifies	that	all	of	the	above	answers	are	accurate	and	that	all	information	submitted	
is	true	to	the	best	of	their	knowledge.	
	
Applicant	Signature:	____Gary	Matson____________	 	 	 Date:	___1/11/2017______	
	
Print	Name:	_____Gary	Matson________________	
	
	

dlienau
Placed Image
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Part	D	–	Project	Timeline	Worksheet	
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Part	E	–	Project	Budget		
1. Provide	an	estimated	general	line	item	project	budget	(accounting	table	or	similar	

format)	and,	a	brief	explanation	of	each	line	item.	The	budget	shall	track	the	project	
from	design	development	through	construction	to	maintenance.	

	
Please	see	the	attached	project	budget	compiles	by	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc..	The	budget	
includes	clear	line	items	for	the	following	areas:	general	conditions,	Speedway	Road	
Improvements,	Multi-Use	Trail,	and	Highway	Lane	Shift.	Other	budget	points	include:		
	

- Dedicated	funded	to	acquire	the	ideal	easements	for	the	project.		

- 30%	construction	contingency	-	If	the	project	proves	more	complicated	or	expensive	
than	anticipated,	30%	of	constructions	costs	are	included	to	ensure	constructability	of	
the	project.	For	example,	we	may	see	increased	costs	if	we	are	unable	to	secure	the	
ideas	easements.	

MDT	Indirect	Costs	–	The	budget	is	designed	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	Transportation	
Alternatives	Grant,	administered	by	the	Montana	Department	of	Transportation.	That	grant	
requires	a	MDT	indirect	of	10.97%.  
 

2. Provide	similar	information	for	your	project’s	long-term	maintenance	plan.	
	

Missoula	County	is	currently	maintaining	trails	for	tasks	related	to	show	removal,	noxious	
weeds,	and	sweeping	as	fiscally	allowable.	For	FY-2017,	there	is	a	budget	to	plow	most	trails	in	
our	system	up	to	10	times,	sweep	twice,	and	spray	once	for	affected	areas.	We	anticipate	that	
Missoula	County	would	be	willing	to	formalize	an	agreement	with	MDT	for	maintenance	in	the	
same	fashion	as	done	previously	for	the	Missoula-to-Lolo	segment	of	the	Bitterroot	Trail	and	
the	Piltzville	Trail.	We	expect	that	longer-term	maintenance	such	as	fog	sealing	and	cracks	will	
be	done	by	the	Montana	Department	of	Transportation	per	their	past	relationship	with	similar	
trail	projects	adjacent	to	state	highways.		
	
Part	F	–	Acknowledgment	of	Open-Space	Land	Designation	

The	project	requires	acknowledgements	from	two	landowners:	Bob	Greil	and	Hap	Anderson.	
Acknowledgements	for	both	are	pending	and	will	be	included	in	the	attachments.		

We,	____{property	owner(s)}___,	own	the	real	property	for	which	_{applicant}____	has	
requested	funding	from	the	Missoula	County	Parks	and	Trails	Bond.	That	request,	titled	the	
_{title	of	project}__Project,	is	described	in	the	attached	legal	description	and	map.	The	__{title	
of	project}__project	will	be	used	for	recreational	purposes	including:	__{ex:	trail	construction,	
and	use,	signage,	parking;	etc.}	___.		__{Property	owner}_	and	__{applicant}__________		
recognize	and	appreciate	that	Missoula	County	has	designated	or	will	designate	the	specific	
land	outlined	in	the	__{project	name}_____project	as	open-space	land	as	defined	by	the	
Montana	Code	Annotated	in	Section	76-6-104.	
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Part	G	–	Attachments		

Use	this	as	the	table	of	contents	cover	page	for	the	required	application	attachments.		
Attachments	in	this	section	are	supporting	documentation	to	the	questions	answered	in	Part	G.		
To	receive	the	full	amount	of	points	available	for	each	question,	sufficient	supporting	
documentation	must	be	attached.		List	all	attachments	in	order,	by	name/title	and	by	page	
number.	
1. Letter	of	support	from	the	sponsoring	organization	(See,	Part	C-4)	

Title:	Friends	of	2	Rivers	Support	Letter	for	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail;	1	page	
2. Evidence	of	property	ownership/legal	access	(See,	Part	C-2.1)	

Title:	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	Project	-	30%	Design	Drawings;	14	pages	
3. Evidence	of	community	support	(See,	Part	C-4.3)	

The	following	letters	of	support	are	attached.		
a. Bonner	School;	1	page	
b. Milltown	State	Park;	1page	
c. Clark	Fork	Coalition;	1	page	
d. Adventure	Cycling	Association;	2	pages	
e. Five	Valleys	Land	Trust;	1	page		

4. Documentation	of	opposition	and	responses	(See,	Part	C-4.4)	
None	attached	because	it	is	not	applicable.		

5. Evidence	of	commitment	from	funding	partners	(See,	Part	C-5.1)	
Title:	Missoula	County	Parks	and	Trails	Board	Action	Item	Referral	Form;	2	pages	
Description:	This	is	the	form	that	Friends	of	2	Rivers	submitted	to	the	Missoula	County	Parks	
and	Trails	Board	on	October	13,	2016	requesting	funding	to	use	as	a	cash-match	for	pro-
bono	services	from	Morrison	&	Maierle,	Inc.		

6. Evidence	of	commitment	to	short	and	long-term	maintenance	(See,	Part	C-6.1).		
Title:	State-County	Agreement;	13	pages	
Description:	For	similar	trail	projects	adjacent	to	state	highway,	the	Montana	Department	
of	Transportation	has	entered	into	a	Memorandum	of	Understanding	to	provide	longer-
term	maintenance	activities	such	as	fog	sealing	and	cracks.	Attached,	is	a	recent	example	of	
such	an	agreement	between	Missoula	County	and	MDT	for	a	section	of	trail	in	Bonner.	F02R	
anticipates	that	Missoula	County	and	MDT	will	enter	into	a	similar	agreement	for	the	
Bonner	Streetcar	Trail.		

7. Photos	(See,	Part	C-3.4)	
See	attachment	#2,	Title:	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	Project	-	30%	Design	Drawings	

8. Site	maps	(See,	Part	C-3.4)		
See	attachment	#2,	Title:	Bonner	Streetcar	Trail	Project	-	30%	Design	Drawings	

9. GIS	shapefile	
Not	included	

10. Other:	
a. Project	Budget;	Title:	Final	Draft	Cost	Estimate;	1	page	
b. Acknowledgement	of	Open	Land	Space	Designation	

i. Bob	Greil	Letter;	Pending	
ii. Hap	Anderson	Letter;	Pending	

c. Adjacent	landowner	letters	of	support:		
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i. Bob	Greil,	Pending	
ii. Hap	Anderson,	Pending	
iii. Gwen	Thibodeau,	Pending	
iv. Trey	Hill,	Pending	
v. Shane	&	Vida	Anderson,	Pending		

	
Acknowledge	the	minimum	qualification	components	listed	below.		All	components	are	
required	to	meet	minimum	qualifications:	
☐	 All	items	listed	in	Part	A	-	Application	Checklist	are	included	in	the	application.	
☐	 All	questions	are	answered	in	Part	C;	all	documents	are	attached	for	Part	G.	
☐	 All	budget	forms	are	attached	
☐	 Property	Owner	has	reviewed	the	application	and	approves	of	the	project.	
☐	 Funding	match	is	provided.	

	
Applicant	certifies	that	all	of	the	above	items	are	included	in	the	application	and	that	all	
information	submitted	is	true	to	the	best	of	their	knowledge.	
	
Applicant	Signature:	__Gary	Matson_______________	 	 	 Date:	___1/11/2017______	
	
Property	Owner	Signature:	________________________		 	 Date:	__________________	
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