P.0.Box 376 Milltown, Montana 59851 www.friendsof2rivers.org Phone (406) 370-6584

January 8, 2017

Missoula County Parks and Trails
200 West Broadway
Missoula MT 59802

Re: Friends of 2 Rivers’ application for funding construction of the Bonner Streetcar Trail

Dear Parks and Trails Board:

Friends of 2 Rivers (FO2R) was founded in 2002 by local residents committed to the clean-
up of the toxic waste that had accumulated in the Milltown Reservoir, designated as an EPA
Superfund Site. We supported the clean-up throughout the project which ended in remarkable
success. Since that time, we have remained active in our Mission: “...to promote a safe, healthy,
and enriching environment for the communities at the confluence of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot
Rivers.” We expect to actively pursue this mission in the years to come.

During the clean-up, EPA constructed a “safety trail” extending from the vicinity of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Bonner to Turah and looping back along Rustic Road. FO2R has
actively maintained this trail including weeding, planting, and maintaining “mutt-mitt” stations.
Missoula County Parks and Trails granted funds to FO2R for use in an Eagle Scout project
installing solar lights on the western, residential part of the trail. We have an active agreement with
County Parks and Trails to provide mowing, seeding, and weed control along the trail. Although our
all-volunteer organization has limited resources, we recognize the importance of a robust
community trail system for transportation, health, and recreation. As we have since 2002, we will
continue to do whatever we can to support our trails and ensure their maintenance.

Sincerely,
¢ | )L \. A

Judy Matson, Secretary
For the Friends of 2 Rivers Board of Directors

Directors: Alice Whiteman, President; Mary Erickson, Vice President; Judy Matson, Secretary;
Gary Matson, Treasurer; Chuck Erickson, Sue Furey, Warren Hampton
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Bonner School District #14
9045 Hwy 200, Box 1004
Bonner, MT 59823
(406) 258-6151
(406) 258-6153 Fax
Jim Howard, Superintendent

November 30, 2016
Dear Selection Committee:

| am writing to add Bonner School District's voice to enlist your support for
funding to assist in completion of the Bonner to East Missoula Trail.

Bonner students routinely use the existing trail as a conduit for safe bicycle travel
to and from school. Completion of this trail westward from Tamarack Drive
would extend the safe travel route for students who use bicycle as their
preferred transportation to school and perhaps encourage more students to
pursue that healthy mode of fravel.

While student safety is of highest priority in Bonner School’s support for this effort,
a completed trail would also play a unifying role in the Bonner-Milltown-West
Riverside area. The completion of the Speedway-Tamarack portion of the
Bonner to East Missoula Trail links Bonner and Milltown communities to the rich
trail system that already reaches from the Bitterroot to Turah. With the trail
enhancing access to the Milltown State Park, our community stands to benefit
from the ever-expanding use by the broader Missoula community of that superb
local resource.

We appreciate the work of the Bonner Milltown Community Council and the
Friends of 2 Rivers and heartily endorse their efforts in pursuing this grant. If | can
be of further service or answer questions from the perspective of the school
district, please do not hesitate to contact me at 406-258-6151, or by email at
jhoward@bonner.k12.mt.us.

Sincerely yours:

Jim Howard



e e

MONTANA

STATE PARKS

stateparks.mt.gov

Explore More.

December 1, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

As Regional Park Manager for Montana State Parks in Missoula, | write this letter in strong support of
the Bonner-to-East Missoula Trail project proposed by Missoula County and area community members
for the Transportation Alternatives (TA) program.

For more than a decade, Montana State Parks staff members have worked with Missoula County and
the Bonner-Milltown communities on trail and park projects. In the very near future, Milltown State
Park, located at the confluence of the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers, will serve as a hub of a
bike/pedestrian trail system that extends from Missoula to Bonner-Milltown and on to Piltzville and
Turah. The proposed Bonner-to-East Missoula Trail would complement Montana State Park’s goals in
pursuing park development at Milltown and improve trail connectivity within the local community.

In our work with the Bonner-Milltown communities, we’ve continually been impressed by the degree of
community spirit, organizational capacity and the dedication they’'ve shown in bettering the local quality
of life. Several years ago, community members pursued a Transportation Alternatives grant to build
another related section of trail, and while it was not funded, they were later successful in securing
support for the project. They don’t give up easily!

This proposed project represents the next step in implementing the community’s vision of trail
connectivity among the communities of East Missoula, Bonner and Milltown. It is an important project
for several reasons: It establishes a safe and accessible route between the neighboring communities of
East Missoula and Bonner along Highway 200. That route currently has little-to-no shoulder and poses
real hazards to pedestrians and cyclists. The trail would also provide jumping off access points for
Milltown State Park on both ends of the proposed trail (on the Speedway Avenue/Deer Creek Road side
and Tamarack Drive.) Improved access will facilitate residents’ access to local recreational and
educational opportunities afforded by the new park. In addition, the trail lies along the Mountain Line
public bus route and improves access for others visiting the park via public transportation.

This is a community-driven project aimed at fulfilling a long-standing goal. Montana State Parks is
pleased to support this worthy effort. Feel free to contact me if you have questions.

Sincerely,

S s
/’Uz gr:%?’zf’/’yd"—""/
Chet Crowser

Regional Park Manager, Missoula

Montana State Parks

A Division of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks



CLARK FORK

COALITION p.0.Box 7593, Missoula, MT 59807 ph. 406-542-0539

November 30, 2016
Dear Selection Committee,

The Clark Fork Coalition strongly supports funding for completion of the Tamarack to
Speedway portion of the Bonner to East Missoula Trail. Our membership consists of almost
2,000 individuals and businesses that support clean water and healthy communities. Many of
these folks are avid outdoor people and river recreationists and would be very likely to use this
trail. During the Milltown remediation and restoration project, we participated in restoration
visioning that included a trail connecting the former Milltown dam site — now a park — with the
local communities of Bonner, Milltown, Piltzville, West Riverside and Missoula. Parts of this
envisioned trail system are now complete, and the current proposal for the Tamarack to
Speedway portion fills a critical gap.

This trail provides safety, accessibility, and connectivity. The trail will give members of our
community a safe and accessible transportation alternative. This route helps pedestrians and
cyclists avoid a busy, high-speed road with minimal shoulder space. The trail will provide a
much-needed safe route to school for Bonner School students who live within biking or
walking distance of school, but do not currently have a safe route.

The project will improve the community’s access to Milltown State Park and will connect to
future entrances at the Black Bridge as well as via Tamarack Road and Rock Creek Road,
insuring that residents have non-motorized trails to local recreational opportunities. In addition,
the trail lies along the Mountain Line public bus route allowing others to utilize the park via
public transportation.

The Bonner to East Missoula trail will provide non-motorized connectivity within the local
communities, as well as connectivity to a regional trail system that runs from Turah to
Hamilton. This connectivity will allow area residents to take advantage of the larger system.

We hope you will consider funding this portion of the trail.

Sincerely,
Choartbrdh
Christine Brick
Science Director

406.542.0539 ext 202
chris@clarkfork.org
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&‘L.j Adventure Cycling Association

January 6, 2017

To: Whom it may concern

From: Adventure Cycling Association
RE: Bonner to East Missoula Trail

I am writing on behalf of Adventure Cycling Association, a national non-profit bicycle
organization with over 50,000 members from across the world, to express our support for
development of a 1.7-mile multi-use path that connects Bonner to East Missoula. The Bonner to
East Missoula Trail would run along the south side of Highway 200, next to the Clark Fork
River. Two sections of the project have already been funded and soon the existing trail will run
from the Black Bridge to Tamarack Drive. To be completed, the trail needs to extend west from
Tamarack Drive to Speedway in East Missoula. It would increase safety for people who walk
and bike between these two rural communities and provide needed health and recreational
benefits, while also attracting out-of-state tourism and bringing economic benefits to the area.

Many people, both local and from out-of-state, choose to explore Montana’s big sky country by
bicycle and are drawn to visit the Missoula area. Unfortunately, this section of Highway 200 was
designed exclusively for motorized use, and much of the route has limited or no shoulder space
for bicyclists coupled with high speed traffic. However, this is a highly used route for both
touring and recreational cyclists as it links to the existing trail in Bonner and is part of Adventure
Cycling’s Lewis and Clark Trail and Great Parks North bicycle route. The Bonner to East
Missoula trail will also provide connectivity for a regional trail system that runs from Turah to
Hamilton. This connectivity will allow area residents and bicycle tourists from across the world
to take advantage of the larger system. Adventure Cycling, based in Missoula, saw 1,582 bicycle
travelers come through our offices in 2016. Many of these visitors use these roads and trails as
part of their journey.

A 2013 study from the Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research at the University of
Montana shows that touring cyclists who visit Montana spend an average of $75 - $102 per day
and stay an average of eight nights or more. Because touring cyclists travel more slowly than
motorized users, they tend to stop more frequently for services and overnight stays, and as a
result, they spend 40% more. Studies from other states around the country show similar
economic benefits from bicycle tourism — Oregon sees $400 million annually, Washington State
brings $3.1 billion annually, and Wisconsin brings in $924 million annually from visiting
bicyclists. This kind of tourism spending is significant to the small, rural communities that
touring cyclists visit.

A multi-use path along Highway 200 would provide safe and equitable non-motorized access for
locals between rural communities along the corridor, as well as offering healthy recreational
opportunities to help prevent diseases like obesity and diabetes, which are significant health

Adventure Cycling Association
A member-supported nonprofit organization, inspiring and empowering people to travel by bicycle.

(800) 755-2453 » (406) 721-1776 « info@adventurecycling.org
www.adventurecycling.org + 150 E. Pine Street, Missoula, Montana 59802


../2016/adventurecycling.org
https://www.adventurecycling.org/default/assets/File/USBRS/Research/Multi-dayCyclingStudyWeb.pdf
https://www.adventurecycling.org/routes-and-maps/us-bicycle-route-system/benefits-and-building-support/economic-impact/

issues nationwide. The trail establishes a route from the western edge of the Bonner/West
Riverside community to the community center and will connect to the already established trail
system that extends east via the Piltzville — Rustic Road Loop Trail. The trail will benefit all
members of the communities: walkers, runners, cyclists, individuals, families, commuters, school
children, and senior citizens. One of the most important aspects of this trail is that it will provide
a much-needed safe route to school for Bonner School students living in East Missoula.

In addition, the trail will provide non-motorized access to Milltown State Park and will connect
to future entrances at the Black Bridge as well as via Tamarack Road and Rock Creek Road,
insuring that residents have active transportation routes to local recreational opportunities. The
trail also lies along the Mountain Line public bus route. The link between public transit and trails
is a huge benefit for people across the Missoula region.

Adventure Cycling fully supports the completion of the Bonner to East Missoula Trail. Thank
you for your consideration of this project and please feel free to contact me by phone or email
with any questions.

Sincerely,

Virginia Sullivan

Director of Travel Initiatives
Adventure Cycling Association
(4006) 532-2769
gsullivan@adventurecycling.org

About Adventure Cycling Association

Adventure Cycling Association is a national non-profit bicycle membership organization with
over 50,000 members from around the world. Our mission is to inspire and empower people to
travel bicycle. We develop and map over 44,000 miles of bicycle routes; manage over 100
bicycle tours across North America; produce Adventure Cyclist, an award-winning travel
magazine; and work to build bicycle tourism and improve bicycle travel conditions by
developing and supporting partnership projects like the U.S. Bicycle Route System. Learn more
at www.adventurecycling.org.
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120 Hickory Street, Suite B
Missoula, MT 59801
406.549.0755 www.fvlt.org

January 10, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing on behalf of Five Valleys Land Trust in enthusiastic support of the efforts to
complete the Bonner to East Missoula Trail. This multi-use trail has broad community support
and will provide the final link in our area's impressive regional trail system from Turah to Hamilton.

As we understand it, the Missoula County Trails Bond Program and the Montana
Transportation Alternatives Grant could together provide the necessary funds to complete this
trail with the final segment from Tamarack Drive to Speedway in East Missoula. We support this
opportunity for a safe and accessible transportation alternative, a safe route to school for Bonner
school students, and improved access to Milltown State Park. This trail segment, as well as the
broader regional trail system, are valuable assets to our communities.

Five Valleys Land Trust is proud to offer our support for this important project. We are
grateful for the efforts of Friends of Two Rivers and the Bonner Milltown Community Council to
complete this section of trail as well as to engage and inform community members about this
exciting project.

Feel free to contact us with any questions.

Thank you,

§M%7

Sarah Richey
Conservation Project Manager
Five Valleys Land Trust

L 9 Board of Directors:
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