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Looking at ourselves in a new way 



Looking at ourselves in a new way 

• Drilled down through PolicyMap 

 

• Three lowest-income neighborhoods in the city: 
• 26% of adults obese (compared to 20% city wide) 
• 28% of adults report poor mental health (23% 

citywide) 
• Sidewalks missing along 43% of streets (22% 

elsewhere) 
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Looking at ourselves in a new way 
 Sidewalks and poverty 
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Looking at ourselves in a new way 

Sidewalks and childhood obesity 
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Looking at ourselves in a new way 

Sidewalks and adult obesity 
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Looking at ourselves in a new way 

Sidewalks and depression 
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Talking to residents in a new way 
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Walkabouts 
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14 



15  

Talking to residents in a new way 

Survey 



Talking to residents in a new way 

Survey 
Franklin to Fort neighborhood 
1. Complete sidewalks 
2. Community gardens 
3. Community center 
 
Northside/Westside neighborhood 
1. Complete sidewalks 
2. Better street lighting 
3. Better trail access 
 
River Road neighborhood 
1. Complete sidewalks 
2. Better street lighting 
3. Sports fields 

 
*Ranked in order from highest to lowest 16 



Building a case and taking action 



 

<1 mile of missing 
sidewalks  

 

20,000 residents 
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Building a case and taking action 

Identifying the most effective intervention 
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Building a case and taking action 

Making a compelling argument 
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Building a case and taking action 

Taking action, and bringing decision-makers with 
you 

Mayor’s letter of support for CDBG application: 
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Building a case and taking action 

$820,000 for 
sidewalks 

Today 
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Building a case and taking action 

We are just getting started 

22 



• Invest Health helped us build our case. 

• Get out there and engage and explore! 

• A little data, presented in a visually-striking way, gets you a 
long way. 

 

 

Key takeaways 
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Thank you! 

Lisa Beczkiewicz 

Senior Health Promotion Specialist 

Missoula City-County Health Department 

Susan Hay Patrick Kaia Peterson Merry Hutton Laval Means 


