
















 



 

 

 

 

We value public safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
∗ Outdoor recreation is an essential part of the Missoula
community’s lifestyle and character.  

∗ The City manages 5,685 acres of parklands (neighborhood
parks, conservation lands, etc.) 

 

We value access to
fresh, local food. 

 

We are a regional hub for medical services.  
∗ St. Patrick Hospital, Community Medical Center, Partnership Health Center, 

and many family practices and walk-in clinics offer medical care for the 
Western Montana community.  

By 2035, Missoula’s 65 and older population
will increase from 11.3% to 24% and want

smaller, low-maintenance dwelling units.
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We have a youth population that
needs our services and attention. 

We are a healthy and active
community. 

∗ Children comprise 27% of Missoula’s homeless population.
∗ The unemployment rate for youth ages 16-19 is over 20%. 
∗ 61% of Missoula high school seniors report using alcohol
in the past 30 days, in comparison to a national average 
of 44% of high school seniors.

Missoula Metrics: 
2014 City Population:           70,863

2013 Average Age:               31.5 years

# of Fire Dept. Responses:    6,984

% of Missoulians on SNAP:   9.6% 

SAFETY AND WELLNESS 
CONDITIONS



CITY GROWTH POLICY

GENERAL GUIDING GOALS: 

• Local municipal and social services will promote a sustainable and livable 
community.

• Recognize and foster conditions that improve the health of all Missoulians.

• Missoula is committed to maintaining a clean and healthy environment for 
all. 

• Missoula encourages the close connection between development pat-
terns, community infrastructure, and the environment as well as the im-
portance of a healthy environment to our sense of social, economic, and 
physical well-being. 

• Development in Missoula will reflect new building trends and best prac-
tices for the 21st century while also protecting common values and en-
couraging new growth in the direction of existing infrastructure and pub-
lic services. 

• In order to build a more resilient community, Missoula will promote local 
decisions that mitigate the effects of climate change and prepare the City 
and its residents for the impacts climate change will have on the human, 
natural, and built environments.

Missoula’s recently adopted comprehensive growth policy 
represents a shift in planning from single-issue problem solving 
towards a multi-faceted approach focused on balancing growth 
elements with the services and qualities that make 
Missoula healthier and sustainable. Community members 
involved in this process envisioned a healthier environment 
with a higher quality of life in a community-oriented city by 
providing good housing, employment, and social services for all 
budget and lifestyle needs. This involves taking a look at how 

the community grows and how well the community grows. 

A goal of the growth policy is 
to address health components 
directly related to the built envi-
ronment and the demographics of 
the growing community through 
an emphasis on the need to im-
prove community connectivity, ac-
cessibility, safety, and affordability.

From U.S. Senate Bill 1619, ”The 
Livable Communities Act,”

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES: The 
term “livable communities” means 
a metropolitan, urban, suburban, 
rural or neighborhood community 
that provides safe and reliable 
transportation choices; promotes 
location and energy-efficient housing 
choices for people of all ages, 
incomes, races and ethnicities to 
increase mobility and lower the 
combined cost of housing and 
transportation; enhances economic 
competitiveness; protects farmland 
and open spaces; revitalizes 
neighborhoods; and supports public 
health outcomes and improved 
quality of life.



GUIDING GOALS

RECREATION:
• Missoula will have a well-distributed, connected, 

and sustainable network of parks and trail systems 
for the benefit and enjoyment of the community.

• Encourage healthy lifestyles by having a complete 
active transportation and transit network for all 
abilities and recreational opportunities that are 
safe, clean, beautiful, and navigable.

• Missoula will grow and sustain parks and open 
spaces to provide safe and accessible places for 
outdoor activities and view sheds, each important 
to health and wellness.

• Missoula residents of all ages and abilities will have 
ample opportunities for multi-seasonal recreation 
activities.

• Improve the community’s urban outdoor amenities, 
and prioritize the creation of more public spaces 
(e.g., more plazas downtown, more neighborhood 
parks).

URBAN FORESTRY: 
• Protect Missoula’s trees and other vegetation in 

urban spaces.

• Promote green space and the urban forest areas, 
restoration of riparian areas, and development of 
community gardens. 

• Preserve and enhance existing neighborhoods and 
open space. 

• Support urban forestry and other vegetation pro-
grams.

HEALTHY FOOD: 
• Further develop our sustainable, community-based 

food system to improve long-term food security and 
enhance the regional economy.

• Minimize the adverse impacts that the food delivery 
system has on the local environment and community.

• Preserve and support sustainable urban farming, ur-
ban gardening, and open space in appropriate areas.

• Educate the Missoula community on the importance 
and advantages of locally produced food.

Humankind has not 
woven the web of life. 

We are but one thread 
within it. Whatever we 

do to the web, we do to 
ourselves. All things are 

bound together. All things 
connect. 

- Chief Seattle

We have a valuable urban forest. 
• The urban forest’s shade and transpiration 

mitigate the urban heat island effect by 
2-10 degrees Fahrenheit.



GUIDING GOALS

QUALITY HOUSING:
• Meet the needs of a growing and diverse population in regard 

to age, income, physical abilities and household size by hav-
ing a sufficient supply of housing and developing a variety of 
housing types. 

• Missoulians have access to affordable and safe housing that is 
supportive of their physical and mental wellbeing. 

• Missoula will meet the housing needs of all income levels to 
support economic growth. 

• Encourage comprehensive, community-wide initiatives to per-
manently house and provide adequate support services for 
homeless Missoulians,

• Missoula will assist people in finding suitable housing when 
they are homeless.

• Encourage opportunities to develop a variety of well-designed 
affordable housing for all Missoulians.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION:
• Neighborhoods should have easy accessibility to ameni-

ties and local services to meet the needs of an expand-
ing diverse population. 

• Encourage healthy lifestyles by having a complete active 
transportation and transit network for all abilities and 
recreational opportunities that are safe, clean, beautiful, 
and navigable. 

• Missoula will have a safe and efficient transportation sys-
tem that reduces impacts to the environment and em-
phasizes walking, bicycling, and transit. 

• Strive to increase the proportion of residents who have 
access to a multi-modal transportation network that 
provides accessibility for pedestrians, bicycles, and tran-
sit, as well as vehicles.

• Missoula will have a connected, efficient, safe, accessible, 
and attractive transportation system. 

• Missoula accommodates a diversity of transportation 
options that promote healthy lifestyles and reduce reli-
ance on automobiles.

Supporting the housing and transportation 
linkage goals is Resolution 7473, August 
24, 2009, of the City Council. It establishes 
a Complete Streets Policy, directing staff 
to develop implementation strategies to 
increase the usability of all streets for all 
modes of travel for citizens of all ages and 
abilities in Missoula.

Missoulians recognize that designing streets 
and transportation networks for pedestrians 
promotes the highest quality of life that 
Missoulians expect and enjoy.


