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Make Your Move! Missoula to Celebrate Consent at First Friday Reception

MISSOULA - Make Your Move! Missoula will kick off Sexual
Assault Awareness Month by unveiling new artwork in its “Make

Consent Explicit” campaign during an April 6 First Friday reception. M AK E

The reception, which runs from 5 to 8 p.m., will display posters YO U R
created by Missoula artist Josh Quick that underscore the

importance of consent during sexual intimacy. Boasting the tagline

“Great sex begins how it ends. With yes, yes, yes!” the posters are .

part of a marketing campaign developed by Make Your Move! END SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Missoula, a council of victim services and prevention agencies that

aims to end sexual violence in the community. Examples of the posters
are available online.

During the First Friday reception at the Western Montana Community Center, located at 127 N.
Higgins Ave., No. 202, attendees will have a chance to use a photo booth to capture how
community members make their move to end sexual violence. The photos will be shared on the
Make Your Move! website and its Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts. Stickers, coloring pages
and refreshments also will be available.

April marks Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and with the emergence of the #MeToo and
#TimesUp movements nationwide, Make Your Move! is celebrating consent as an effective way to
strengthen positive behavior and prevent sexual violence. Sexual violence does not occur when
partners are free to both give and take away consent during intimacy, according to Brenna Merrill,
outreach specialist for Missoula City-County Relationship Violence Services.

“It is true that consent isn't always sexy,” says Merrill, who coordinates Make Your Move!
“Sometimes, you will be rejected. But most of the time, when both you and your partner are into
what is happening, consent is not as awkward as you might think it is. It is saying things like ‘can | kiss
you? or ‘can we try?’ And that can end up being pretty fun.”

The “Make Consent Explicit” campaign consists of one movie theater advertisement, two radio
advertisements and seven posters. University of Montana students from the Admissions and
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Athletics departments, as well as the Student Advocacy Resource Center and the Black Student
Union, provided feedback throughout the development process.

“Students sometimes feel put off by the idea of asking for consent before becoming intimate,” said
Isaac La'a, outreach coordinator for SARC at UM and a Make Your Move! team member. “But the
thing is, consent is something most people already do in some way or another. When you check in
with your partner to make sure things feel good - that is consent.”

Make Your Move! partnered with the Montana Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence to
help launch the campaign statewide, and the media have already appeared on other Montana
college campuses. Missoulians will see and hear the advertisements throughout April and again this
fall.

Raliance: Ending Sexual Violence in One Generation funded marketing development for the “Make
Consent Explicit” campaign.

Established in 2012, Make Your Move! promotes prevention of sexual violence through positive
community engagement. The coalition previously released a nationally acclaimed and
internationally recognized marketing campaign promoting bystander intervention. Make Your Move!
also has trained multiple Missoula bartenders in sexual harassment prevention. The coalition
partners with Missoula City-County Relationship Violence Services, YWCA Missoula, UM's SARC and
the Missoula Forum for Children and Youth.

For more information, call Merrill at 406-258-3838 or email bmerrill@missoulacounty.us.
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