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This handbook was published by Missoula County Rural Initiatives with 
support from the Missoula County Weed District and Extension Office.
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WORKING CATTLE NEAR FRENCHTOWN

CONDON CREEK HAY BARN

BIG HORN SHEEP IN PETTY CREEK

HAY FIELD NEAR POTOMAC SWAN VALLEY VIEWWOODMAN SCHOOL NEAR LOLOUPPER MILLER CREEK
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~ Your Neighbors,

The Missoula County Open Lands Citizens Advisory Committee

www.co.missoula.mt.us/rural/OLC

A FEW  OPEN LANDS COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEAR MILLER CREEKRAINY LAKE AND THE SWAN CREST
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HERDING CATTLE IN THE NINEMILE

Montana’s Heritage ß

ß

ß

ß

ß

ß

I think that the old 

saying ‘good fences 

make for good neighbors’ 

is a very important one. 

The fence isn’t to keep the 

neighbors out—rather 

it is how you help to 

protect their property 

and show them courtesy 

and consideration.

~HUGH SHEEHY, POTOMAC
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A Glance At Seasonal Farming,  

Ranching & Timber Harvest Activity:

WINTER

SPRING

SUMMER

FALL

ß

www.missoulacd.org

ß

www.landlinkmontana.org

ß

www.farmlandinfo.org/montana

ß

www.missoulaeduplace.org

ß
www.agr.mt.gov

ß

www.dnrc.mt.gov

One of the most important things I’ve learned living on my ranch in 

Potomac is to never quit learning or think you’ve got it all figured out.                     
~DENNY IVERSON, POTOMAC

LOGGER CUTTING IN THE SWAN VALLEY
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ARROWLEAF BALSAM ROOT
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protecting native vegetation ß
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ßwww.mtnativeplants.org



BITTERROOT, MONTANA'S STATE FLOWER P 
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J Oldenettel D Graves D Man

G Mayfield A Camper

ß

www.extn.msu.montana.edu/publications.asp

ß

www.missoulaeduplace.org

ß

www.missoulaplace.org

ß
www.agr.mt.gov/weedpest/noxiousweeds.asp

ß
www.weedcenter.org

“There doesn’t seem to be an 

easy or permanent solution for 

controlling weeds. After initially trying hand-

pulling (to avoid herbicides) with limited 

success, I’ve used a combination of pulling 

and spraying with back-pack or tractor-tank 

sprayer. It took a huge effort over several years 

to get rid of about 95% of our weed population 

but since then fewer hours per year are needed 

to maintain reasonable control.” 

~JIM GOUAUX, NINEMILE

SPOTTED KNAPWEED CANADA THISTLE COMMON TANSY

LEAFY SPURGE SULFUR CINQUEFOIL ST JOHNSWORT

TALL BUTTERCUP HOUNDSTONGUE FIELD BINDWEED

OXEYE DAISY DALMATIAN TOADFLAX

www.missoulaeduplace.org/weeds.html

W Mom J Oldenettel

J Oldenettel



ß www.firesafemt.org

ß
www.firewise.org/resources

ß
www.cnr.uidaho.edu/extforest/FireProtectBro.pdf

I don’t want to put any firefighter at risk protecting my property. 

Knowing this motivates me to do everything I can to maintain a fire 

safe zone around the house.   ~ANNE DAHL, SWAN VALLEY

AVOID BURNING. RECYCLE 
MULCH AND COMPOST 
WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

GRASS GREEN 
AND MOWED

WOODPILE, FUEL TANKS AND 
OTHER BURNABLE MATERIALS 
30 FEET FROM STRUCTURES

VEGETATION MOWED 
100 FEET FROM ANY 
STRUCTURE

THIN AND PRUNE 
CONIFEROUS TREES

CHIMNEY CLEANED & 
SCREENED

DRIVEWAY ACCESSIBLE 
AND ADDRESS VISIBLE

STORAGE SHED 
LOCATED AWAY 
FROM HOME

SCATTERED 
TREES WITHIN 
30 FEET OF 
STRUCTURES

100 FOOT OF 
GARDEN HOSE 
ATTATCHED

30 FEET

100 FEET

D
IA

G
RA

M
 A

D
A

PT
ED

 F
RO

M
 F

IR
EW

IS
E.

O
RG



A HOME NEAR SEELEY LAKE WITH DEFENSIBLE SPACE

ß

ß

ß

ß

www.beetles.mt.gov

www.dnrc.mt.gov/forestry

www.cfc.umt.edu/extensionforestry

ß

www.mcfpa.org

ß

ß
www.cfc.umt.edu/extensionforestry

ß 911

ß 911

ß
ARLEE: GREENOUGH-POTOMAC:

CLINTON: MISSOULA: 
FLORENCE & LOLO: SEELEY 

FRENCHTOWN: SWAN:

ß

SEELEY & SWAN:

OTHER AREAS OF MISSOULA COUNTY: 

ß www.firewise.org

ß www.firesafemt.org

ß
www.co.missoula.mt.us/oes
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BLACK BEAR TRYING UNSUCCESSFULLY TO GET INTO 
A BEAR PROOF DUMPSTER NEAR SEELEY LAKE



ß

www.fwp.mt.gov/wildthings/livingwwildlife

ß
www.fwp.mt.gov

www.msuextension.org/ruralliving/fencephotos.html

ß

www.msuextension.org

ß

www.lwwf.org

ß

ß
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ß

ß

ß

WOODY DRAWS AND NATIVE VEGETATION 
OFFER IMPORTANT WILDLIFE HABITAT NEAR LOLO
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ß
www.co.missoula.mt.us/floodplain

ß

ß
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ß

our vital resource



Our ranch on the lower Clark Fork has two miles of river 

frontage. Fifteen years ago with the aid of a grant from 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, I fenced off the entire river 

riparian zone to exclude livestock grazing. The results have been 

most rewarding with new growth of cottonwood trees, aspen, 

willows, and chokecherries contributing to the stabilization of 

the river banks and providing habitat for birds and deer.  

~JIM CUSKER, GRASS VALLEY

ß

www.missoulacd.org

ß

fwp.mt.gov/habitat

www.deq.state.mt.us/wqinfo/index.asp

ß

www.co.missoula.mt.us/opgweb

ß

www.co.missoula.mt.us/wq/

ß

NATIVE PLANTS PROVIDE 
FOOD AND SHELTER FOR 
SONGBIRDS, INSECTS, 

AND WILDLIFE.

NATIVE RIPARIAN PLANTS 
HAVE STRONG, DEEP 
ROOTS THAT PROTECT 

BANKS FROM EXCESSIVE 
EROSION.

FALLEN TREE LIMBS AND 
WOODY DEBRIS CREATE 
POOLS IMPORTANT FOR 

FISH HABITAT.

THE CREEK CAN FLOOD THESE RIPARIAN 
AREAS, RECHARGING GROUNDWATER AND 

ENCOURAGING NEW PLANT GROWTH.

COONEY CREEK SWAN VALLEY

o.mi la.mt.us/wq/

www.co.mis
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protecting the land in perpetuity 

www.themontanalegacyproject.com

RANCH NEAR FRENCHTOWN CONSERVED IN PART 
THROUGH OPEN SPACE BOND PROJECT FUNDING

PUBLIC LANDS

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

LEGACY LANDS
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BITTER ROOT LAND TRUST www.bitterrootlandtrust.org 

FIVE VALLEYS LAND TRUST www.fvlt.org

MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE 
 & PARKS fwp.state.mt.us

MONTANA LAND RELIANCE www.mtlandreliance.org

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY www.nature.org/montana

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK  
 FOUNDATION www.rmef.org

U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie

VITAL GROUND FOUNDATION www.vitalground.org

www.montanalandtrusts.org
 www.landtrustalliance.org

MISSOULA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND THE OPEN LANDS 
COMMITEE VISIT A PROPERTY NEAR FRENCHTOWN TO EVALUATE ITS 

CANDIDACY FOR OPEN SPACE BOND FUNDING



     I feel it is a privilege to  

      live in the Petty Creek  

area. I try to repay this privilege 

by respecting the history, the 

people, the wildlife, and the open 

lands that are all part of these 

beautiful valleys and mountains. 
~DOUG MCCOY, PETTY CREEK

ß

www.fwp.mt.gov

www.fs.fed.us/r1  

ß

www.co.missoula.mt.us/road

www.co.missoula.mt.us/airquality

ß

www.co.missoula.mt.us/building

ß

www.co.missoula.mt.us/Envhealth

ß

www.missoularealestate.com

ß

www.co.missoula.mt.us/rural

PETTY CREEK

 NORTH BITTERROOT RANCH
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thanks for reading
~ Your Neighbors,

The Missoula County Open Lands Citizens Advisory Committee

www.co.missoula.mt.us/rural

This handbook is endorsed by the Missoula County Board of Commissioners

content copyright 2010 missoula county rural initiatives
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