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Project Title: New Meadows Park – Master Plan Phase-1 Trails 
 
 
Part A – Applicant’s Checklist  
Use the application checklist to verify that all required documents are included in this 
application in the order listed below.  All sections must be completed to meet minimum 
qualifications. 
Part A – Applicant’s Checklist  
Part B – Application Summary Form 
Part C – Project Details (narrative response to project questions)  
Part D – Project Budget Description and Forms (all forms must be completely filled out and  
 signed) 
Part E – Acknowledgement of Open-Space land designation  
Part F – Attachments (identify each attachment in the table of contents cover page and list  
                   attachments in the following order) 

1. Evidence of commitment to long-term maintenance (official letter or resolution) 
2. Evidence of property ownership/legal access (legal documentation) 

3. Evidence of community support (letters of support – maximum of 10) 

4. Documentation of opposition and responses (if applicable) 
5. Evidence of commitment from funding partners (cash match/in-kind match 

support letters) 
6. Photos of project area  
7. Site map(s), printed copy. Additional project location maps or GIS shape files will 

be accepted. 
8. Other relevant materials 

 

  
 
Completed applications can either be mailed to Missoula County Parks and Trails, 200 

West Broadway, Missoula, MT 59802 or emailed to: CountyParks@missoulacounty.us. 

Faxes will not be accepted.  

mailto:CountyParks@missoulacounty.us
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Part B – Application Summary 

 

Applicant Information 

Name of Applicant: Missoula County  

Address: 200 W Broadway, Missoula MT, 59802 

Primary Contact: John Stegmaier Title: Parks and Trails Coordinator 

Telephone: 406-258-3458 Email: jstegmaier@missoulacounty.us 

 

Fiscal Sponsor(s) Information 
(If applicable. Additional partners should be discussed in Part C5: Project Match of the application.) 

Name:  

Address: 

Contact: Title: 

Telephone: Email: 

Partner Responsibilities: 

 

Project Information 

Project Title:   New Meadows Park – Master Plan Phase-1 Trails 

Surface Type: Packed gravel Planning Region:  Missoula 

Project/Trailhead Location (Geocode, Lat/Long, etc):  Geocode: 04-2199-15-1-01-08-0000,  
46°53'29.3"N 114°06'15.6"W 

Bond Program Request:  $22,892 Bond Program Request as % of Total Project: 28%  

Secured Funding Total: $0.  
$51,563 sought through grant funds.  

Total Project Amount:  $81,457.40 

Has your organization previously received Missoula County Trails Bond funding? No 
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Part C – Project Details (Scored out of 100 points) 

Please respond to the following questions completely but as concisely as possible.  If 
attachments apply to a question, please fully answer the question and include a reference to 
the attachment in Part F.  
 
Point assignments will be used as a guide for project recommendations, and no minimum score 
is required for project approval.  
 
C-1 Access and Connectivity – (25pts.)  
 

1. Describe the project goal, scope, and expected results. Be specific. Discuss the primary 
outcomes that the project will provide, the intended route, and connections. 

 
The project will improve park access, establish a perimeter trail and a connector trail from the 
neighborhood through the park to a shared-use path along Mullan Road. The existing trail 
system at the park is informal with no evidence of intentional design or construction. The clay 
soils are uneven and often impassable when wet. Trails will be constructed with a stable 
gravel surface not to exceed a running grade of 7% with a maximin 2% cross slope to provide 
reasonable accommodation for mobility impaired persons and allow for proper drainage.   
 
Project benefits will serve area residents and extend throughout the Hellgate Elementary 
School District by establishing connections (Attachment G) to the Mullan Road shared-use 
path, the Cote Lane shared-use path, the Flynn Lane shared-use path, and the El-Mar Estates 
neighborhood trail system.  
 
The closest developed public park is over two ground miles away from New Meadows Park.  
Park improvements will enhance the quality of life by ensuring area residents are within a 
half-mile of a developed park. In summary, all area residents will benefit from neighborhood 
connectivity to an accessible park/trails for diverse recreation opportunities such as birding, 
walking, youth bike riding, cross country skiing and snowshoeing in a safe and accessible park. 

 
2. Describe the intended or anticipated group of users for this this trail project. Provide an 

estimate of the number of trail users per year along with an explanation for how this 
figure was calculated. Data from other similar facilities and use-cases can be referenced 
to estimate use projections.   

 
While the proposed New Meadows Trail system will be open to everyone, we anticipate the 
main user group will be residents from the surrounding neighborhoods. The trails will be 
designed with attention to accessibility, with a uniform tread surface and slope gradient 
capped at 7%. The proposed trails in this project include both a perimeter loop for enjoyment 



Missoula County Trails Bond Program 

Level II Application 

 

Missoula County Trails Bond – Level II Application Page 4 of 17 
New Meadows Park – Master Plan Phase-1 Trails 

of the park site as well as a through-connection to existing commuter paths. We anticipate 
there will be overlapping use from area residents on both trails. 
 
As per the 2010 census data, 1,467 people live within a 1-mile radius of New Meadows 
Park. Given the approximate 7.5% growth of Missoula County since 2010, and this area of the 
County in particular, it is assumed that the population surrounding the park has only 
increased. Increasing the 2010 population figure by 7.5% results in an estimated 1,574 
residents within a mile of the New Meadows Park.  
 
For purposes of obtaining a rough estimation of use, we suppose that 20% of area residents 
within a mile of the park use the proposed trails an average of once per month: 
 

1,574 est. residents  X  20%  =  315 people,  X  12 months = 3,780 annual trail uses. 

  
3. Describe how the project improves the overall Level of Service for Trails, as identified in 

the 2012 Parks and Trails Master Plan (p 52) for each of the following objectives as 
applicable:  

a. Connectivity within communities 
 
The proposed trail project will provide a through-connection from all neighborhoods 
located along Cote Lane to the Mullan Road Shared-use Path and all points to the east 
(Attachment G). This includes the New Meadows subdivision and El Mar Estates among 
other smaller residential subdivisions.     
 

b. Connectivity to nearby or adjacent public lands 
 
The project will provide accessibly designed trails extending into New Meadows Park, 
approximately 8.5 acres of existing public recreation land.  
 

c. Connectivity with other communities 
 
N/A, trails will predominately connect the surrounding West Mullan Road neighborhoods 
and surrounding community.  
 

d. Access and connectivity to an existing trail network 
 
As noted, the trail will connect with existing shared-use paths along Cote Lane and Mullan 
Road (Attachment G). These trails provide a safe route to Hellgate Elementary School.  
 

e. Access and connectivity to natural and community resources 
 
The project will provide accessibly designed trails extending into New Meadows County 
Park, approximately 8.5 acres of dedicated public recreation land. 

https://www.missoulacounty.us/Home/ShowDocument?id=28148
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4. Describe any historic, cultural, and scenic resources found in the project area. How will 
this project enhance these resources?  
 
There are no documented historic, cultural or scenic resources of significance found within 
the project area.  
 

C-2 Project Readiness – (15 pts.) 
 

1. Discuss the ownership and legal access to the proposed project site. Detail any third-
party rights, easements, or other encumbrances that exist. Provide supporting 
documentation proving ownership, legal access or permission. Provide a site map in Part 
F.  
 
The project is located on County (public) owned land (Attachment B). The New Meadows 
subdivision was approved in 1980, and 6.5 acres of the park was originally designated with 
an easement area for disposal of sewage effluent.  The City of Missoula Sewer was installed 
to this area of the County in 2005-06, which no longer requires a community septic system 
or alternate disposal area designation on New Meadows parkland. As a result, project 
development will not have a negative impact on the easement area for disposal of sewage 
effluent, nor will the easement area have a negative impact on the proposed project. 
Nonetheless, Parks, Trails and Open Lands staff is working with the City/County Health 
Department to determine the process should removal of the easement be determined to be 
beneficial.  

2. What planning work related to design, engineering, and scoping have been completed to 
date? What remains?  
 
A park master plan has been completed and adopted by the Board of Missoula County 
Commissioners. The plan included a detailed design (Attachment J) to ensure that the park 
concept design will work with site topography, access and drainage. Project scoping has 
largely been completed in anticipation of this and other matching funds requests. Remaining 
preliminary work includes site surveying and engineering services to develop construction 
documents. These remaining tasks are included within the project budget.  
 

3. Permits may be required for your project. For example, a trail located in close proximity 
to streams or wetland areas will require a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE 404) 
permit. List any known permits required by your project and the status of obtaining 
those permits. Itemize anticipated costs for any known permits, government fees, and 
consultants in Part D (Budget Form).  
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No permits are required for this project. The project is outside of public right-of-way and does 
not include any fencing or structures which would otherwise necessitate a permit.  

 
4. What is the expected timeline for initiating and completing the project?   

 
Upon notification of receiving a Recreation Trails Program (RTP) grant in late April 2019 and 
following a completed contract for the awarded grant, the Missoula County will work toward 
securing contracted services for engineering to complete design development documents for 
use in bidding and construction.   

• July 2019 – Anticipated RTP contract agreement completed 

• August – September 2019: secure contracted services for design/engineering 

• September – November 2019: complete construction documents and specifications 
for bidding 

• January 2020: Release project for bid 

• February – March 2020: Award contract 

• April – May 2020 estimated construction commencement pending weather and on-
site ground conditions  

• June – July 2020 estimated project completion  
 

5. What opportunities may be lost if this project is not funded at this time? 
 
The most pressing opportunity is that the identified funding match sought through the 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is funded through fiscal year 2020. There is no guarantee 
that Congress will renew funding for this program in the future. There are limited funding 
programs available for public trail projects.  

 
There is also an opportunity to build upon the momentum that Missoula County achieved 
with the recent adoption of the New Meadows Park master plan (Attachment J). 
Implementing this trail project would effectively complete the first phase of the plan. This 
would serve to strengthen the relationship between the County and the community by 
showing that our plans lead to action in a timely manner.  

 
C-3 Project Design (10 pts.) 
 

1. Describe the surface type, length, width, trail amenities, and lifespan of project 
construction materials.   
 
The surface type for both trails will be packed aggregate material. The perimeter trail will be 
six-feet wide and measure just under a half-mile. The connector trail will be eight-feet wide, 
spanning 700 linear feet. See Attachment H for design details. 
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Depending on various environmental conditions, and with routine maintenance, the surface 
should endure 8-10 years before needing grading and significant additional material.  No 
additional trailside amenities are proposed in this project phase.  
 

2. Describe any design considerations being made to enhance accessibility for disabled or 
people reliant upon a mobility device to access trail facilities?  
 
At completion, the proposed project will provide trail infrastructure designed to serve area 
residents of all ages and persons with limited mobility in providing a firm and stable trail 
surface.  The present condition of trails at New Meadows Park are informal single-track trails 
on clay soils. The tread surface is uneven, slippery when wet, and inaccessible by persons with 
limited mobility.  Trails that are designed to be enjoyed year-round will provide an accessible 
path for walking, jogging and other recreation activities without the hazards encountered by 
using roadway shoulders and bike lanes.  
 

 
Example section of current trail system 

 

3. Discuss any major site modifications or structures included in the design such as 
excavation, relocation of utilities, bridges, retaining walls, etc. and why they are needed.     
 
Construction of the trail entails minor excavation work such as grubbing and grading. There 
are no major site modifications involved in the project.  

 

4. Describe how the project will be implemented once all funding has been attained. 
Explain your process for choosing vendors, materials, systems, etc. Attach any detailed 
maps, photos, or renderings illustrating the project design and vision.   
 
Upon receipt of funding commitments, Missoula County will serve as the project manager and 
will work to secure qualified contractors to complete remaining design and construction 
related tasks. Solicitations for contracted services will adhere to Missoula County’s 
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professional services policy that defines requirements for the number of bids, vendor 
insurance limits and all other employment criteria. Attachment provides a rendering of the 
project design concept.   

 
Construction materials have been selected based on previous project experience. The trail 
layout and trail cross-section diagrams are provided in Attachment H.  

 

5. Will this project address safety issues? If yes, how so? 
 
In constructing a professionally designed and built trail with a grade and width befitting an 
accessible trail, users will experience a far safer trail than that which is currently in use by the 
public at New Meadows Park.   

 

6. Describe surrounding natural resources at the site, including predominant vegetation 
and wildlife species, habitat areas, water and other natural resources. Discuss impacts to 
these resources as a result of this project and describe how they will be protected.  (Data 
from the Missoula County Practical Landscape Assessment for Conservation and 
Enhancement (PLACE) Resource Atlas can serve as a potential resource for attaining this 
information.) 
 
New Meadows Park is located within the Clark Fork River Grass Valley Important Bird Area 
(IBA).  The Clark Fork River Grass Valley IBA was approved as a State IBA in 2006 and as a 
Continental IBA in 2009 by the National Audubon Society because of its significant value to 
species of conservation concern. Trail construction is anticipated to have a long-term 
beneficial impact on the Clark Fork Grass Valley (IBA) through the added potential for IBA 
interpretive/education signs and a reduction of noxious weeds, which are a current concern. 
Montana Audubon does not see the trail or master plan as a detriment to the IBA and 
recommended implementation (Attachment C). 
 
In addition, vegetation coverage and quality are anticipated to improve with an established 
park trail system, by reducing social trails, thus reducing the footprint on native vegetation. 
Undeveloped and impacted parkland will be planted with native grasses and managed to 
support bird and small wildlife habitat. 
 
The proposed project has no known negative impacts on existing natural resources. Impacts 
on natural resources from this project should not exceed the current level of disturbance to 
birds and foraging raptors as is caused by current use of the park. Trail construction will have 
minimal soil disturbance to limit the potential for non-native species to establish.  
 
Annual grass mowing and biennial herbicide application will continue to mitigate non-native 
species and promote native species that support the Clark Fork Grass Valley Important Bird 
Area. A restoration plan will be implemented post construction. The plan will focus on all 

http://gis.co.missoula.mt.us/place/
http://gis.co.missoula.mt.us/place/
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disturbed areas from construction as well as restore existing social trails that will not be 
utilized. Increased vegetation coverage and quality are anticipated.  
 

7. Is this project part of a larger conservation easement acquisition project? If so, describe 
the conservation values and public benefits/value of the land, easement or water 
resource. 
 
This project is not part of a larger conservation easement acquisition.  

 
C-4 Project Support (20-pts.) 

 
1. Summarize your organization’s history of involvement with this project. 

 

In 2016, a park neighbor made a formal request to Missoula County to direct resources 
towards improving New Meadows Park. Through an extensive multi-year public outreach 
process detailed below, Missoula County’s Parks, Trails, and Open Lands Program 
collaborated with area residents to develop a  park master plan to guide all future 
development of the site. Through this process, we identified neighborhood values, interests, 
and guiding principles that were used to inform the final design. The master plan is available 
in Attachment J.   
 

2. Discuss any efforts to obtain public input, disseminate public information, develop 

partnerships, and garner community support specifically related to this project. For 

regional trails, the process needs to include notification and/or involvement of residents 

from adjacent communities.  

The master planning process began by sending out over 500 invitations for a design 
brainstorming workshop to all residential addresses within a half-mile of the park. The 
postcard also included a link to an online survey to gather additional input. The workshop was 
attended by 14 residents and the survey received 27 responses. Staff used the information 
gathered from the workshop and survey to inform a preliminary design concept. In total, two 
iterations of the master plan concept were presented to the community for comment and 
revision. The third and final iteration was presented to the Board of Missoula County 
Commissioners for adoption (Attachment J).  
 
More recently, our email contact list of area residents (54 addresses) were notified of the 
current effort to fund and implement this trail project.  

 

3. Is this project identified in any planning documents, from site specific plans at the 

smallest scale to regional or statewide plans at the largest scale?  If so, name each plan 

and discuss how your project aligns with any related elements. 
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As previously discussed, New Meadows Park has a recently adopted site-specific master plan 
(Attachment J). The 2012 Missoula County Parks & Trails master plan classifies New Meadows 
Park as a “neighborhood park” and recommends enhancements at the level consistent with a 
“community park”.  A neighborhood park is intended to serve residents within a one-mile 
radius; a community park is intended to serve residents within a three to five-mile radius. The 
Missoula County Parks and Trails Master Plan notes that community parks often contain 
facilities for specific recreational purposes such as: playground facilities, site signage, sport 
playing fields and courts, picnic tables, benches, and bike skills facilities. 
   

4. Briefly discuss support from entities and user groups that are supporting the project in 
ways other than cash or in-kind contributions.  A maximum of ten support letters should 
be attached in Part F and clearly labeled on the section cover page. All letters should be 
dated within the last two years. 
 
As mentioned above, a park neighbor who approached the County in 2016 was the catalyst 
for directing resources to New Meadows Park. Since then, the neighborhood has continued to 
demonstrate support for the project, including co-sponsoring a park cleanup event in the 
spring of 2018. Missoula County will continue to work closely with the neighborhood as the 
master plan is implemented and on long-term stewardship of the site.   
 
Attachment C is the letters of support for the master plan project from community members.  

 
5. Discuss any objections or opposition to this project.  Include any letters, petitions, news 

articles, or other documents evidencing opposition.  What has been done to address 
concerns and how has the opposition responded?  
 
There was minimal opposition to park master planning, with support for the park to remain 
and be managed as open space for both wildlife and habitat specific to the Clark Fork Grass 
Valley Important Bird Area.  The main opposition points heard through the planning process 
centered on concerns of: increased property taxes to fund park development and long-term 
maintenance and the potential for increased crime.  
 
The main concern expressed by the surrounding community during the site design phase of 
the master planning process was the desire for the park to have minimal development. The 
design was updated in the second and third iterations to reflect this desire.  Throughout the 
planning process, most area residents who chose to participate in the planning process 
expressed support for the park through email, letters of support, public comment or by 
attending a public meeting. See Attachment C. 
 
At the end of the planning process, an online petition initiated by a park neighbor requested 
Missoula County to maintain the area as open space (Attachment D). During the public 
hearing (10/11/2018) to determine adoption of the master plan, this petition was presented 
in the record of comment.  The Board of Missoula County Commissioners heard public 
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comment and engaged in discussion at the hearing before unanimously adopting the master 
plan. 

 
C-5 Project Match (20 pts.) 

 
1. Describe any partnerships providing cash or in-kind contributions.  Attach all partner 

support letters in Part F and clearly label on the section cover page.  All support letters 
committing a match must indicate that the match will remain available through the 
project timeline. 
 
Missoula County will contribute project management services for an estimated 60 hours at a 
value of $57.12 per hour, inclusive of staff wage and employee benefits. The total estimated 
contribution is $3,427.12, or approximately $3,500.00. 
 
Additionally, the trail project will require a comprehensive site survey estimated at $3,500. 
This will provide a scaled drawing that shows on-the-ground existing conditions including: 
topography, property lines, above grade and below grade utilities, fencing/gates/park access, 
obstructions, or existing trees/structures that need to be removed or accounted for during 
construction. The Missoula County Surveyor has offered to complete this task.   
 

2. What percentage of the project cost has been secured versus how much remains? What 
are your plans for raising additional funds? Attach documentation for all match funding 
secured to date in Part F. What is your contingency plan in case pending funding 
requests are not granted? If this project is part of a larger multi-phased project, all of the 
match shown in this application must be dedicated to this phase.   
 
The full project remains to be funded. Matching funds are being sought through a grant from 
the 2019 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) administered through Montana State Parks. 
Should the RTP grant not be awarded during this 2019 application cycle, we plan to reapply in 
subsequent years or, seek funding from other grant programs.   

 
C-6 Maintenance (10 pts.)  

 
1. Describe the long-term maintenance plan for the trail facility.  Estimate the annual costs 

to maintain the facility, how those numbers were calculated, how you intend to fund 
maintenance, and who will be responsible for maintenance.  
 

Maintenance has improved over the past three years as neighborhood interest in the park has 
increased.  Examples of increased maintenance activity at the park over the past two years 
include: 

• Securing the Mullan Road park entrance to prevent unauthorized vehicle access 

• Removing park encroachments  
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• Mowing the entire park annually 

• Applying herbicide treatment for noxious weeds  

• Installing park rules signs 

• Partnering with neighborhood residents to coordinate a 2018 spring clean event 
 
Park maintenance costs will continue to be funded through the Missoula County Parks, Trails 
and Open Lands Program budget. Routine scheduled maintenance will continue with an 
annual mowing and a biennial herbicide application through contracted services.  Following 
trail construction, the trailside vegetation will be additionally mowed 1x year. Routine 
maintenance costs are estimated at $1,400 per year for mowing, with an additional cost of 
$500.00 every two years for herbicide application. These estimates are based upon 2018 
contractor rates for mowing and herbicide application completed at New Meadows Park.  
 
Long-term maintenance will mainly involve tread surface preservation and restoration.   A 
cost of $3,000 – $5,000 every 5-8 years is estimated for tread maintenance to remove 
encroaching vegetation and tread reshaping for reasonable accommodations and positive 
drainage. Missoula County’s Parks, Trails and Open Lands Program will administer these 
maintenance tasks.  
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Part D – Project Budget  
 

1. Provide an estimated general line item project budget (accounting table or similar 
format) and, a brief explanation of each line item. The budget shall track the project 
from design development through construction to maintenance. 
 

ITEM NAME DESCRIPTION Total 

DESIGN AND ENGINEERING 
Develop construction documents and specifications from 
existing park concept design plans.  

 $      12,600.00  

CONSTRUCTION STAKING  
Trail layout on-site to ensure the project is constructed 
according to engineering plans and specifications  

 $        1,575.00  

MOBILIZATION 
Transportation of equipment and materials to the project site 
necessary for construction  

 $        6,195.00  

TEMPORARY GRAVEL 
CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE 

A stabilized construction entrance/exit to the project site to 
reduce the tracking of mud and dirt onto public roads by 
construction vehicles  

 $        3,675.00  

REMOVE 5' WIDE DECAYING 
ASPHALT PATH 

Approximately 136 linear feet of decaying asphalt trail 
surface to be removed and replaced with a compacted 
gravel aggregate surface  

 $        1,142.40  

GRADING TRAIL SUBGRADE 
Establish trail sub-graded as per engineering plans to 
ensure a consistent finished trail surface  

 $        5,670.00  

NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE  

A typical 8oz fabric layer between the trail subgrade and 
aggregate trail to ensure a consistent & firm trail surface and 
prevent the aggregate trail from being pushed into the 
subgrade, maximizing trail longevity and reducing overall 
maintenance  

 $        1,470.00  

NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE  Same as above   $        5,040.00  

3/4" CUSHION Trail aggregate purchased and delivered to project site   $      20,790.00  

SITE RESTORATION 
/BACKFILL AT TRAIL 
SHOULDER 

Finishing work to restore the site post construction   $        6,300.00  

Construction and materials subtotal  $      64,457.40 

Items ineligible for RTP or, In-kind contributions   

PROJECT CONTINGENCY 
(~15% OF PROJECT COST) 

Reserve funds for use in the event of a cost overrun   $      10,000.00  

PROJECT OVERSIGHT 
Staff administration of project including bid solicitation, 
coordination and general project management tasks 

 $        3,500.00 

SITE SURVEY  
Produce a complete survey of the park site for use in this 
project and all future projects included in the master plan 

 $        3,500.00  
 

 
TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET 

 
 $      81,457.40  

Recreational Trails Program request  $      51,563.00 
 

Trails Bond Program request   $      22,892.00 

 County In-kind contributions  $        7,000.00 
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2. Provide similar information for your project’s long-term maintenance plan. Attach 
supporting evidence for long-term maintenance funding in Part F. 
 
See response provided on C-6 above for maintenance plan and estimated costs. See 
attachment E for evidence of commitment to maintain the facility under the authority of the 
Board of Missoula County Commissioners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part E – Acknowledgment of Open-Space Land Designation 

Facilities built with Parks and Trails Bond funds must be designated as open-space land in 

accordance with Montana Code Annotated, Section 76-6-104. This requirement is to ensure 

that public money is spent in accordance with the law and in a manner that provides public 

open-space. Under the law, “open-space land means any land which is provided or preserved 

for: (a) park or recreational purposes; (b) conservation of land or other natural resources…”   
 

Instructions: Complete the form below by substituting your project information for all 

placeholder parts indicated by the italicized text in brackets. The landowner must sign the form 

in the presence of a notary public (see next page).  

We, Missoula County, own the real property for which Missoula County has requested funding 

from the Missoula County Parks and Trails Bond. That request, titled the New Meadows Park – 

Master Plan Phase-1 Trails project, is described in the attached legal description and map. The 

New Meadows Park – Master Plan Phase-1 Trails project will be used for recreational purposes 

including: trail design and engineering, materials and construction.  Missoula County recognizes 

and appreciates that Missoula County has designated or will designate the specific land 

outlined in the New Meadows Park – Master Plan Phase-1 Trails project as open-space land as 

defined by the Montana Code Annotated in Section 76-6-104. 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0060/part_0010/section_0040/0760-0060-0010-0040.html
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Part E, continued  
 
 
See attachment I for a signed copy of this form. 

 
 
 
Sign in presence of notary public 
 
Land Owner Signature: ___________________________   Date: _______________ 

Print Name: _Missoula County______________________   

Additional Owner Signature: ______________________      Date: _______________ 

Print Name: ____________________________________   

  

Notary Signature: _______________________________  

[Notaries must complete the following, if not part of stamp.]    (Notarial Seal) 

 

Printed Name: __________________________________ 

Notary Public for the State of:  _____________________ 

Residing at: ____________________________________ 

My Commission expires: ___________, 20______ 

 

Applicant Signature: _____________________________  Date: ________________ 

Print Name: __Missoula County______________ 
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Part F – Attachments  
Use this as the table of contents cover page for the required application attachments.  
Attachments in this section are supporting documentation to the questions answered in Part F.  
To receive the full amount of points available for each question, sufficient supporting 
documentation must be attached.  List all attachments in order, by name/title and by page 
number. 
 
1. Letter of support from the sponsoring organization – including commitment to complete 

the project and certification that the project will be open to the public or serve a public 
purpose upon completion.  
 
Please accept the following attachments in place of a letter of support as evidence to 
Missoula County’s commitment to achieving project completion and providing perpetual 
public access: 
 
Attachment A – Resolution adopting New Meadows Park Master Plan 
Attachment B – Subdivision plat map with public dedication statement for park parcel 
Attachment I – Part E of the Level-II Application  

  
2. Evidence of property ownership/legal access (New Meadows Plat and Easement.pdf)  

 
Attachment B – Subdivision plat map with public dedication statement for park 
 

3. Evidence of community support  
 
Attachment C – Combined letters of support 

 
4. Documentation of opposition and responses  

 
Attachment D – Combined letters of opposition 

 
5. Evidence of commitment from funding partners  
 

No available attachment. The Recreational Trails Program application will be submitted in late 
January 2019.  

 
6. Evidence of commitment to short and long-term maintenance  

 
Attachment E – Letter of commitment to maintain the trail facility 

 
7. Exhibits (Maps and Drawings folder: Connectivity, proposed project maps, Trail layout 

details) 
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Attachment F – Proposed trail project map 
Attachment G – Connectivity map 
Attachment H – Trail layout design concept 

 
8. Other 

 
Attachment J – Adopted Master Plan 

 
 

Acknowledge the minimum qualification components listed below.  All components are 
required to meet minimum qualifications: 

☒ All items listed in Part A - Application Checklist are included in the application. 

☒ All questions are answered in Part C; all documents are attached for Part F. 

☒ All budget forms are attached. 

☒ Property Owner has reviewed the application and approves of the project. 

☒ Funding match is provided. 
 
Applicant certifies that all items are included in the application and that all information 
submitted is true to the best of their knowledge. 
 

[Signatures forthcoming upon recommendation made by the Missoula County Parks and Trails 
Advisory Board to the Board of Missoula County Commissioners to fund this project through 
the Trails Bond Program.]  

 
 
Applicant Signature: _____________________________   Date: __________________ 
 
Property Owner Signature: ________________________   Date: __________________ 
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The proposed project site was never 
used for effluent management nor 
is there a future need for the site to 
be used for the management and 
disposal of sewage effluent with City 
sewer serving area residents.  No 
negative environmental resource 
impacts have been identified that 
would prevent the proposed project 
or expose users to sewage effluent.  
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1

Garrick Swanson

From: jeanne frank <ljfrank47@q.com>
Sent: Friday, December 28, 2018 12:31 PM
To: Garrick Swanson
Subject: Re: New Meadows Park, Letter of Support

Hi Garrick,  I hope you are having a good holiday season.  Here is the letter I wrote.  I hope it 
helps.  If you want me to amend it, let me know. 
 
 
To:  Parks, Trails and Open Land Program 

Re:  Proposed New Meadows Park 

From:  Jeanne Frank 

The planned New Meadows park will be a valuable addition to our neighborhood in several 

ways!  After extensive planning, facilitated by Garrick Swanson,  a plan was made to improve 

the park and allow more extensive use of this area.  This plan is now in the initial stages of 

development. 

 
 

We had a very successful spring cleanup with around 20 residents participating.  We were 

amazed at the amount of junk and debris that can be found in an essentially abandoned area!  

This cleanup provided a chance to meet our neighbors, providing a sense of commitment to 

this project.  Subsequent mowing that summer was also a major improvement. 

 
 

There are some existing trails there which provide some of us a chance to walk our dogs in a 

fenced area but there is not much for the kids to do there.  All of the equipment is pretty 

dilapidated and essentially unusable.  Kids that do use the area are usually on trail bikes.  

Further expansion of our plan would provide a safe place for kids to play as well as an 

attractive space for walkers.  I have even used the existing trails as a cross‐country ski area in 

the winter.  It is a great place to get in some quick exercise in the winter.  Others have used it 

for snowshoeing. 

 
 

This area, if developed, would provide a gathering place, a place to get in some exercise, as 

well as a place for children to play.  Having a nearby park would be an asset for this 

neighborhood.  I strongly recommend that it be funded for the benefit of the New Meadows 

subdivision! 
 

jstegmaier
Text Box
Attachment C - Combined letters of support



jstegmaier
Text Box
Attachment C, cont. - Combined letters of support



1

Garrick Swanson

From: Amy Seaman <aseaman@mtaudubon.org>
Sent: Thursday, November 02, 2017 9:43 AM
To: Garrick Swanson
Cc: Jim Brown
Subject: New Meadows Park project comments

Hi there Garrick,  
 
Thanks again for reaching out to Montana Audubon regarding the New Meadows Park Master Plan. This plan lays out a 
vision for an 8.8 acre park in within the Clark Fork River/Grass Valley Important Bird Area (IBA) that includes 1.6 acre 
native prairie component. As per our conversation yesterday this park should not negatively impact the ornithological 
values of the IBA. In general it is very difficult to support grassland bird species of concern with parcels smaller than 10 
acres (especially where dogs are already off‐leash), and in addition the parks location on the far‐side of sub‐divisions 
away from the river place no threat to the river‐side, or riparian, habitat. This IBA is valued for those river‐based 
habitats, and so development within the flood‐plain is always more of a concern. Given the current absence of trees at 
the site, development that includes bioswales may increase the use of the site by birds.  Development and planned use 
of the park could have added potential for education within the IBA, and a reduction in weed infestations at the site 
(which appears to be a current issue).  
 
Again, we appreciate you reaching out, and please continue to bring us questions if you think we can help. We would be 
happy to talk more about bird‐friendly design elements. 
 
Amy 
 
 
 
‐‐  
Amy Seaman 
Conservation Program Manager & Lobbyist 
Montana Audubon 
P.O Box 595 
Helena, MT 59624 
aseaman@mtaudubon.org 
facebook.com/MontanaAudubon 
 
(406) 210‐9449 
     
       \\  //     ,, 
>>>(       )(.) (.) 
        ""       V 
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Garrick Swanson

From: andree vannuys <aka_luce@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2018 7:31 PM
To: Garrick Swanson
Subject: the new park?

I still strongly object to your plan for a new park. 
No to more traffic and more taxes on the neighborhood residents: we do not need or want a new park, 
especially with the river fishing access being so close. 
It is a total waste of the taxpayer's money just for the benefit of a few people. 
Please, make sure the commissioners hear my objections. 
A neighborhood resident. 
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Garrick Swanson

From: Susan Gottwig <sgottwig@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 19, 2018 3:35 PM
To: Garrick Swanson
Subject: Meadows park

My husband and I have decided we do not want any more than possibly a grass field with walkway where the proposed 
park is. 3 big reasons why the proposed master plan should not proceed forward: the very busy Mullan Road( safety 
issue), the increased foot traffic in our backyard and side yard area( safety and noise issue)there are lots of retired 
people in our neighborhood, and maintenance concerns ( who’s going to keep the area clean and groomed??) We 
cannot vote for the plan discussed at last meeting. 
Thank you. 
Gottwigs 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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We want Missoula County to maintrain the area where New Meadona Park exists and keep it as
an open field where the existing ecosllstem can continue to thrive.
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We want Missoula County to maintain the area where New Meadors Park exists and keep it as
an open field where the existing ecosystem can continue to thrive.

Printed Name, Signafure and Email:
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MISSOULA
COUNTY

Boord of County Commissioners
Moiling Address: 200 West Broodwoy

Physicol Address: 
.l99 

West Pine
Missoulo, MI 59802-4292

BCC 2019-006
Jan. 10,2019

(406) 258-4877
bcc@missoulocounty. us

Missoula County Trails Bond Program
200 W. Broadway
Missoula, MT 59802

Missoula County Parks and Trails Advisory Board,

Missoula County is committed to supporting the development and maintenance of public
recreation facilities that enhance the quality of life for county residents and visitors. lt is in
this interest that the Missoula Board of County Commissioners adopted a master plan for
New Meadows County Park. Going further, the commission supports the current efforts
from Parks, Trails and Open Lands Program staff to apply for funding to develop the trail
system as provided within the master plan.

We recognize that with the development of trail facilities comes a responsibility to maintain
them long term. We are committed to funding costs associated with routine annual
maintenance, including vegetation management, as well as the more substantial tread
restoration work anticipated every five to eight years. Please accept this letter as evidence
of our support for this project and commitment to funding necessary maintenance.

Sincerely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Nicole Rowl ey, Commissioner

J SI mtsstoner

BCC/ac

d Strohmaier, Commissioner

jstegmaier
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Attachment E - Letter of commitment to maintain the trail facility
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Pending Public Support and

Neighborhood Level of Service

Future Park Drive and Parking

Pending Public Support and

Neighborhood Level of Service

Future Shade Shelter

Pending Public Support and

Neighborhood Level of Sevice

Montana native prairie & grasslands       

Multi-use turf

Half size basketball court
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Service vehicle park access
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Future Park Development - Pending Public Support and

         Neighborhood Level of Service New Meadows Park - Proposed Master Plan / Revised
               Presented June 19, 2018

Adopted by Missoula County Board of Commission
October 11, 2018

proposed 6’ wide perimeter aggregate trail - .4 mile

owner provided project, outside RTP grant

Drawing, December 3, 2018

proposed 8’ wide connector aggregate trail - .1 mile
Montana State Parks Fish, Wildlife, and Parks / Montana Recreational Trails Program

2019 Environmental Analysis Form
Missoula County, New Meadows Park - Proposed Project

EXHIBIT C
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New Meadows Park

Cote Lane
Path

Hellgate
Elementary

To Missoula

El-Mar 
Estates
Trail

Neighborhood
Sidewalks w/
Park Access

Flynn Lane
Path

Mullan Road
Path

To Frenchtown

Montana State Parks Fish, Wildlife, and Parks / Montana Recreational Trails Program
2019 Environmental Analysis Form

Missoula County, New Meadows Park - Connectivity Map
 Question 8 - EXHIBIT B

Closest Devleoped 
Public Park

2.3 ground miles 
from

New Meadows
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# Missoula County Trails Bond Program
Level II Application

Part E - Acknowledgment of Open-Space Land Designation

Facilities built with Parks and Trails Bond funds must be designated as open-space land in

accordance with Montana Code Annotated. Section 76-6-104. This requirement is to ensure

that public money is spent in accordance with the law and in a manner that provides public

open-space. Underthe law, "open-space land means any land which is provided or preserved

for: (a) park or recreational purposes; (b) conservation of land or other natural resources..."

lnstructions: Complete the form below by substituting your project information for all

placeholder parts indicated by the italicized text in brackets. The landowner must sign the form

in the presence of a notary public (see next page).

We, Missoula Countv. own the real property for which Missoula Countv has requested funding

from the Missoula County Parks and Trails Bond. That request, titled the New Meadows Park -
Master Plan Phase-l Trails project, is described in the attached legal description and map. The

New Meadows Park- Master Plan Phase-l Trails project will be used for recreational purposes

including: trail design and engineering, materials and construction. Missoula County recognizes

and appreciates that Missoula Countv has designated or will designate the specific land

outlined in the New Meadows Park - Master Plan Phase-l Trails project as open-space land as

defined by the Montana Code Annotated in Section 76-6-LO4.

Missoula County Trails Bond - Level ll Application
New Meadows Park - Master Plan Phase-l Trails

Page 14 of 16
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# Missoula County Trails Bond Program
Level II Application

Land Owner Signature: Date: \

Print Name: _Missoula Cou

Additional Owner Signature: Date:

Print Name:

Notary Signature;

[Notaries must complete the following, if not part of

Printed Name:

Notary Public for the State of: r,t{\ems*ssrro. .

Residing at: r[f\S*lourLa-
My commission expires ta\ra l' 2ofL

Applicant Signature Oate: I

Print Name: _Missoula

ANNIE CATHEY
NOTARY PUBLIC for the

State of Montana
R es i di n{ Jft[!ipi6J f !tr]ltana

My Cbmmission Explr'es
December 12,2019

Part E, cont:nued

Sign in presence of notary public

Missoula County Trails Bond - Level ll Application
New Meadows Park - Master Plan Phase-l Trails

Page 15 of 16
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Future Park Development - Pending Public Support and

         Neighborhood Level of Service New Meadows Park - Proposed Master Plan / Revised
                Presented June 19, 2018

Adopted by Missoula County Board of Commission
October 11, 2018
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New Meadows Park - Proposed Master Plan / Revised
                Presented June 19, 2018

Adopted by Missoula County Board of Commission
October 11, 2018
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