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OVERVIEW

• Missoula County Detention Facility (MCDF)

• History

• Progress

• Future 



MISSOULA COUNTY DETENTION FACILITY 
(MCDF)

• 224 County beds
• 48 beds for women

• 16 max security beds

• 16 special classification beds

• 144 general population male beds

• 24-bed juvenile unit

• 144 contracted DOC assessment center beds

• 2017 average daily inmate count = 223 for county beds 
• 80-90% = 179-202 beds filled
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SEQUENTIAL INTERCEPT MAPPING - 2015



PAY FOR SUCCESS



STEPPING UP

1. Reduce the 
number 

incarcerated

2. Reduce the 
length of stay

3. Increase 
linkage to 
services

4. Reduce 
recidivism



STATE/LOCAL BACKGROUND

• 2005 Jail Crowding and Assessment Report – MT Board of Crime 
Control

• 2009 Borg Report

• 2014 Pew Charitable Trust Study – statewide prison population drivers

• 2015 ACLU Jail Report

• 2015 – Montana Sentencing Commission



JAIL DIVERSION MASTER PLAN



RECOMMENDATIONS BEING ADDRESSED

• Sheriff’s Office: Sheriff TJ McDermott
• Recs 3.0-3.3 – Crisis Intervention Training

• Recs 3.9, 3.10, 5.10 – access to Rx, healthcare navigator, re-
entry assistance; addressed in MCDF medical contract

• Rec 3.11 – social workers at MCDF

• Rec 4.2 – execute non-violent warrants during court hours

• Rec 3.12 – increased programming at MCDF
• Native Outreach Project (including rec 3.13)



NATIVE OUTREACH PROJECTNATIVE OUTREACH PROJECT

This 15-month project included:

• Interviews with inmates

• Cultural Training for MCDF Staff

• Culturally-based programming -
• Regaining the Warrior

• Mending Broken Hearts

• Wellbriety groups

Convicted
36%

Pretrial
59%

Sentenced
5%

Convicted
Pretrial
Sentenced

U R B A N I N S T I T U T E

MCDF Native Sample
Detention Status
Percentage of Inmates

No money for 
bond
46%

Other
54%

No money for bond

Other

U R B A N I N S T I T U T E

MCDF Native Sample
Reason for Remaining in Pretrial Status
Percentage of Pretrial Inmates (n=13)



RECOMMENDATIONS BEING ADDRESSED

• County: Jordan Kilby, Erin Kautz, and Cola Rowley
• Rec 3.4 – emergency detention beds

• Rec 5.10 – re-entry assistance

• Recs 4.9, 4.10, 5.8, 5.9 – funding and standards for providers of 
correctional services

• Rec 5.0 – support legislative efforts
• Sentencing Commission bills: SB59, 60, 62-65, 67; HB133
• http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/montanabar.site-ym.com/resource/collection/EAA30F23-4767-49DA-

BBE7-152CF93C8535/may_2017_mt_lawyer_web.pdf

• County Tribal matching grant program; HB328

http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/montanabar.site-ym.com/resource/collection/EAA30F23-4767-49DA-BBE7-152CF93C8535/may_2017_mt_lawyer_web.pdf


RECOMMENDATIONS BEING ADDRESSED

• Justice of the Peace: Landee Holloway
• Rec 3.8 - DUI Court

• Rec 4.4 – prioritize courts dates for jailed defendants 

• Rec 5.5 - $15/hour credit for community service

• Pre-trial Program
• Recs 4.3, 4.8, 5.1, 5.7 – evidence-based risk assessments (at booking, 

for release, sentencing, and bond) 

• Rec 4.6 - text court reminders



EFFORTS ON THE “BIG” RECOMMENDATIONS

• Rec 3.5 (social detox) and 3.6 (drop-in center and permanent 
supportive housing) 

• Frequent Utilizer Systems Engagement grant 

• Other mental health and housing initiatives
• Collaborative Care Plan 

• Justice Alliance for Behavioral Health

• Partners for Re-integration

• Housing Steering Committee



FUTURE
• Continue efforts on the on-going and unaddressed items

• Continue Native Outreach Project

• Continue to assess those put on hold

• County Attorney Pabst: prosecution-led diversion 

• Criminal Justice Coordinating Council

• For appropriate populations, reduce the number incarcerated, reduce 
length of stay, increase links to community treatment, and reduce 
recidivism to

• Enhance the quality of life so people can thrive and realize individual 
and collective potential (vision)

• Promote a healthy, safe, and vibrant community (goal)



THANK YOU!!

• Sheriff TJ McDermott and Undersheriff 
Rich Maricelli; Jason Johnson

• Mayor Engen and City Council; Michelle 
Cares, Emily Bentley, Bryan von 
Lossberg

• Cynthia Wolken, Esq.

• Justices of the Peace Landee Holloway 
and Marie Anderson

• Municipal Judge Kathleen Jenks

• Rachele Whitfield

• Chief Brady and Det. Ben Slater

• Partnership Health Center, St. Pats, 
Community Medical Center

• County staff Anne Hughes, Chris 
Lounsbury, Vickie Zeier, Erin Kautz

• County Commissioners Cola Rowley, Jean 
Curtiss, and Dave Strohmaier and Auditor 
Dave Wall

• Lieutenant Alex Hall and Assistant Juvenile 
Commander Sheryl Ziegler

• Captain Jason Kowalski

• WMMHC; Amy Chesebro, Katherine 
Isaacson 

• County Attorneys Office; Kirsten Pabst, 
Jason Marks, Matt Jennings, Jordan Kilby

• Many other community providers and 
stakeholders
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