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EPA Awards Missoula County $300,000 to Revitalize Sites in Milltown, East Missoula, Evaro

The U.S Environmental Protection Agency announced this week that it will award Missoula County a
$300,000 Brownfields Assessment Grant to revitalize properties in Milltown, East Missoula and Evaro.

The county will use the funds to conduct environmental assessments and develop cleanup plans for
those three priority brownfield sites. A brownfield is a property for which the expansion, redevelopment
or reuse may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant
or contaminant. Contaminants of concern on the priority properties include metals, PCBs,
pentachlorophenol and petroleum compounds.

“As the economy in Missoula County continues to shift away from natural resource extraction, there are
large underutilized properties that have been slow to redevelop due to the presence or perception of
contamination,” said Sindie Kennedy, Missoula County brownfields coordinator. “A Brownfields
Assessment Grant from the EPA will provide essential support for preparing these properties for
redevelopment for creating new housing, economic and recreational opportunities for Missoula County
residents and visitors.”

In Milltown, the grant will support the expansion of Milltown State Park and improve river and
recreational access for the public. Redevelopment plans in East Missoula include additional housing and
office and commercial space to serve residents. Missoula County will work with the Confederated Salish
and Kootenai Tribes to assess property in Evaro that could clear land for redevelopment and allow for
much-needed housing on the Flathead Indian Reservation.

“The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes welcome the chance to partner with Missoula County on
this Brownfield Assessment Grant,” said Chairman Ronald Trahan. “We look forward to a long-standing
and active partnership with Missoula County regarding eligible Brownfields sites in the Evaro
community, which is located on the Flathead Indian Reservation and Missoula County.”

Missoula County is among 149 communities across the nation to receive EPA Brownfields grant awards
totaling $64.6 million. Grants awarded by EPA’s Brownfield Program provide communities with an
opportunity to transform contaminated sites into community assets that attract jobs and achieve
broader economic development outcomes while taking advantage of existing infrastructure.

“EPA’s Brownfields grants provide significant benefits to communities across the country where
environmental cleanup and economic redevelopment are most needed,” said EPA Administrator
Andrew Wheeler. “EPA data demonstrates that communities that have received Brownfields grants are
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able to leverage 8.5 jobs per $100,000 of EPA Brownfield grant funds expended on assessment, cleanup
and revolving loan fund cooperative agreements.”

For more information, call Kennedy at 406-258-3688 or email skennedy@missoulacounty.us.
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