Annual Drinking Water Quality Report, 2019
El Mar/New Meadows Water System RSID 8916
PWS #MT0000517

We're pleased to provide you with this year's Annual Quality Water Report. We want to keep you informed about the excellent water a nd
serviceswe have deliveredtoyou overthe past year. Ourgoalisand alwayshasbeen, fo provideto you a safe and dependable supply of
drinking water. Our water source is ground water from seven wells. El Mar/New Meadows water system is a Rural Special Improvement
District and is managed by Missoula County Public Works. No regular meetings are held. We have completed a source water protection
plan that provides more information such as potential sources of contaminationto our drinking watersupply. This plancan be foundonline
at http://nris.state.mt.us/wis/swap/swapqgquery.asp.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The
presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential
health effectscan be obtained by calingthe EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinkingw ater (both tap water and bottled water) includerivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reserv oirs, springs, and wells. As water
fravelsoverthe surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occuming minerals and, in some cases, rad ioactive material,
and can pick up substancesresulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants thatmay be presentinclude:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteriathatmay come from sewage tfreatment plants, septic systems, a gricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife;

Inorganic contaminants, such assaltsand metals, which can be naturally occuming orresult from urban stormwaterrunoff, industrial, or
domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm waterrunoff, and residential uses;
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and v olatile organic chemicals, which are by-products ofindustrial processes and
petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwaterrunoff, and septic systems;

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occuming or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In orderto ensure that tap wateris safe to drink, EPA prescribesregulations that limit the amount of certain contaminantsin water provided
by public water systems. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Importantinformation about Lead in Drinking Water:

We monitored for lead and copper in June of 2017 and will monitor again in 2020. Our samples are in compliance with the Lead and
CopperRule. Ifpresent, elevated levels oflead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Missoula County is
responsible for providing high quality drinking water butcannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your
waterhasbeen sitting for severalhours, you can minimize the potential forlead exposure by flushingyour tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes
before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water te sted.
Information on lead in drinkingwater, testing methods, andsteps you can take o minimize exposureis available from the Safe Drinking
WaterHotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Parameter Date | 90th % value Units | Actionlevel Source of Contamination
Lead 6/15/2017 No Detects Ppm .015 Household plumbing
Copper 6/15/2017 0.089 Ppm 1.3 Household plumbing

The Test Resulttable uses terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided
the following definitions: No Detects (ND) - laboratory analysisindicates thatthe constituent is not present.

Parts per bilion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter (ug/l) - one part per bilion comresponds to one minute in 2000 years or a single penny in
$10,000,000.

Parts per million (ppm) or Miligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per milion corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in
$10,000.

Action Level (AL) - The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or otherrequirements which a watersystem
must follow.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The “*Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowedin drinking water.
MCLs are set asclose to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available freatmenttechnology.

MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. Tounderstand the possible health effects described formany regulated constituents, a person would
have todrink 2liters of waterevery day at the MCL levelfor a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance ofhavingthe described health
effect.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The “Goal” (MCLG) isthe level of a contaminantin drinkingwaterbelow which there is no
known orexpected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Picocuries perliter (pCi/L)- picocuries perliter is a measure of the radioactivity in water.



El Mar Estates/New Meadows water system monitors for contaminantsin your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. The table
below shows the results of any detectsin ourmonitoring for the period of January 1st to December31st, 2019. For contaminants that are not
monitored yearly, the table below has the most recent dataper DEQ/EPA required monitoring.

Contaminant Violation Sample Highest Unit MCLG | MCL | Likely Source of
Y/N Date Level Measurement Contamination
Detected
Nitrate+Nitrite as N N 1/10/2019 1.50 ppm 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer

use; leaching from
septic tanks,
sewage; erosion of
natural deposits

Barium N 7/5/11 0.5 ppm 2 2 Erosion of natural
deposits
Combined Uranium N 7/1/14 0.003 ppm 0 0.03 | Erosion of natural
ppm | deposits
GrossAlpha N 711/14 4.9 pCi/L 0 15 Erosion of natural
deposits
Combined ‘Radium 226 & 228 N 4/4/17 0.7 pCi/lL 0 5 Naturally occurs in

pCi/L | somedrinking water

Barium - Some people who drink waterthat contains bariumin excess of the MCL overmany years could experience an increase in their
blood pressure.

Copper - Copperis an essenfial nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copperin excess of the actionleveloverarelatively
short amount of time could experience gastrointestinal distress. Some people who drinkthatwater contains copperin excess of the action
levelovermany years could suffer liver or kidney damage. People with Wilson's disease should consult their personal doctor.

Lead - Infants and children who drink waterthatcontainslead in excess of the action level could experience delaysin their physical or
mentaldevelopment. Children could show slight deficitsin attention span and learning abilities. Adults who drink thiswater overmany
years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure.

Nitrate+Nifrite - Infants below the age of six months who drink water that contains nitrate in excess of the MCL could become seriously ill
and if untreated could die. Symptomsinclude shortness of breath and blue-baby syndrome.

Alpha emitters - Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as alpharadiation. Some people who drink
watercontaining alphaemittersin excess of the MCL overmany yearsmay have anincreasedrisk of getting cancer.

Combined Uranium -Exposure to uraniumin drinking water may result in toxic effects to the kidney. Some people who drink water
containing alphaemitters, such asuranium, in excess of the MCL overmany yearsmay have anincreasedrisk of getting cancer.
Combined Radium 226 & 228 -Some people who drink water containingradium —226 or-228in excess of the MCL overmany yearsmay
have anincreased risk of gettingcancer.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminantsin drinking water than the general populatfion. Immuno-compromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from theirhealth care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen therisk of infection by cryptosporidium
and othermicrobiological contaminants are av ailable from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). We ask that all our customers
help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our community, ourway oflife and our children’s future.

Our system had no violations. We're proud that your drinking water meets or exceeds all Federal and State requirements. We havelearned
through our monitoring and testing that some constituentshave beendetected. The EPA has determinedthatyourwaterIS SAFE at these
levels.

We're pleased to reportthat our drinking water is safe and meets federal and state requirements. Thisreport willnot be mailed but if you
would like a copy or if you have any questions about thisreport orconcerning yourwater, please contactTamiQuinn. | am a certified
operatorwith years of experience and can bereached at 406-370-1838 tguinn@missoulacounty.us




