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We’re very pleased to provide you with this year's Annual Quality Water Report. We want to keep you informed about the excell ent 
water and services we have delivered to you over the past year. Our goal is and always has been, to prov ide to  you a safe an d  
dependable supply of drinking water. Our water source is ground water from two wells located at th e en d o f Cl arkson Dr ive i n 
Clinton.  We have completed a source water protection plan that provides more information such as potential sources of 

contamination to our drinking water supply.  This plan can be found online at http://nris.state.mt.us/wis/swap/swapquery.asp. 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. T h e 
presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants an d 

potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).  
 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, spr ings, an d 
wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring mi neral s an d , i n some 

cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.  
 
Contaminants that may be present include: 

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic sys tems , ag ricultural  
livestock operations, and wildlife;  
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or  result from urban  s torm water  run off, 
industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;  

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential 
uses;  
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by -products of industr ial p rocesses  
and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems;  

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.  
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants  i n water  
provided by public water systems. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water 
which must provide the same protection for public health. 

 
Important information about Lead in Drinking Water: 
We monitored for lead and copper in June of 2019.  All our samples are in compliance with the Lead and Copper Rule.  If p resent, 
elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead  i n d r inki ng  

water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Missoula County is responsi ble 
for providing high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water  
has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes 

before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water  tes ted. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure i s avai labl e from th e Saf e 
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 

Parameter Date 90th % value Units Action level Source of Contamination 

Lead 6/25/19 0.0015 Ppm .015 Household plumbing 
Copper 6/25/19 0.091 Ppm 1.3 Household plumbing 

 

In the tables above and below you will find many terms and abbreviations you might n ot be fami l i ar wi th. To h el p you better  
understand these terms we've provided the following definitions: 
 
Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter (ug/l) - one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2000 years or a single penny 

in $10,000,000. 
 
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or a single p enny 

in $10,000. 
 
Action Level – (AL) The concentration of a contaminant which if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements th at a water  
system must follow. 

 
Treatment Technique (TT) -  A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in  d rink ing 
water. 
 

Maximum Contaminant Level -  The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that i s  al l owed i n d r inki ng 
water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
 
MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated cont ami nants , a 

person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having th e 
described health effect. 
 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal -  The “Goal”(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water bel o w wh ich th ere i s n o 
known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
 
Picocuries per liter (pCi/L)- picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 

 
 



 
 

Lewis and Clark Subdivision monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. The following 
table shows the results of any detects in our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 31st, 2019.  For contaminants 
that are not monitored yearly, the table below has the most recent data per DEQ/EPA required monitoring. 

 
Contaminant Violation 

Y/N 

Sample 

Date 

Highest 

Level 
Detected 

 Unit 

Measurement 

MCLG MCL Likely Source of 

Contamination 

Nitrate+Nitrite as N N 1/09/2019 0.36 ppm 10 10 Runoff from 
fertilizer use; 

leaching from 
septic tanks, 
sewage; erosion of 
natural deposits 

Fluoride N 7/5/11 0.3 ppm 4 4 Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Barium N 7/5/11 0.1 ppm 2 2 Erosion of  natural 
deposits 

 

Combined Uranium 
 
 

N 
 

2/7/17 
 

0.002 ppm 0 
 

0.03 
ppm 

Erosion of natural 
deposits 

Gross Alpha 
 

N 
 

2/7/17 
 

2.1 pCi/L 0 
 

 15 
 

Erosion of natural 
deposits 

Radium 226 + 228 N 2/7/17 2.8 pCi/L 0 5 Naturally occurs in 
some drinking 

water 
 

Barium - Some people who drink water that contains barium in excess of the MCL over many years could experience an increase in 
their blood pressure. 
Copper - Copper is an essential nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the action l evel o ver  a 

relatively short amount of time could experience gastrointestinal distress. Some people who drink that water  contains co pper i n 
excess of the action level over many years could suffer liver or kidney damage. People with Wilson's d isease should consult th eir  
personal doctor. 
Lead - Infants and children who drink water that contains lead in excess of the action level could experience delays in their physical 

or mental development. Children could show slight deficits in attention span and learning abilities. Adults who drink this water  o ver  
many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure. 
Nitrate+Nitrite - Infants below the age of six months who drink water that contains nitrate in excess o f th e MCL coul d become 
seriously ill and if untreated could die. Symptoms include shortness of breath and blue-baby syndrome. 

Fluoride - Some people who drink water that contains fluoride in excess of the MCL over many years could get bone 
disease, including pain and tenderness of the bones. Children may get mottled teeth. 
Alpha emitters - Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as alpha radiation. Some 
people who drink water containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased risk of  

getting cancer. 
Combined Uranium -Exposure to uranium in drinking water may result in toxic effects to the kidney. Some people who drink water 

containing alpha emitters, such as uranium, in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

Combined Radium 226 & 228 -Some people who drink water containing radium –226 or -228 in excess of the MCL over many 
years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised 

persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with 
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These peopl e 
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the 
risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-

426-4791).   We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our community, our way of life 
and our children’s future. 
 
Our system had no violations. We’re proud that your drinking water meets or exceeds all Federal and State req ui rements. W e 

have learned through our monitoring and testing that some constituents have been detected. The EPA has determined th at your 
water IS SAFE at these levels. 
 

We’re pleased to report that our drinking water is safe and meets federal and state requirements.  If you have any questions 
about this report or concerning your water, please contact Tami Quinn.  I am a certified operator with years of experience an d can 
be reached at 406-370-1838 or tquinn@missoulacounty.us 


