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Missoula County Justice Court of Record

Local Rules -Effective April 5, 2024

PART I – GENERAL

1. Scope. These rules shall apply to Missoula County Justice
Court of Record and shall not be construed to overrule any precedent of the

Montana Supreme Court or the Fourth Judicial District. These rules shall not

contravene Montana law as codified by the legislature. These rules are

designed to supplement the Montana Uniform Rules for the Justice and City

Courts ("MURJCC"), the Montana Justice and City Court Rules of Civil

Procedure ("MJCCRCivP"), the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure

("MRCivP") (where applicable) and Montana's Criminal Procedure.

Additionally, some of these rules merely restate other laws for the

convenience of parties, especially ones who are not lawyers.

2. Hours. The Justice Court shall be open for business from 8

a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. The office of the Justice Court shall

be closed on all state holidays and one or both of the clerk's offices may be
closed for up to one hour for staff meetings set on an irregular basis.

3. Legal advice. The clerks of the Justice Court are forbidden to

provide legal advice. They are able to provide procedural advice and limited

assistance with small claims cases.

4. Assignment of Cases. The Justice Court is divided into two

departments each having one Judge. The Court Administrator of Missoula

County Justice Court shall be known as the Clerk of Justice Court. All cases

shall be assigned to the departments on a random and even basis by the

Clerk of Justice Court except by mutual agreement of the Judges. The work

in Justice Court shall be interchangeable among the Judges thereof during

the absence or disability of any Judge, or upon the request of the Judge. Any

Judge acting on behalf of the Judge of the other Department will be

presumed to have acted with the consent of that Judge. Such actions do not



result in the transfer of the case to the other Department unless both Judges

sign a Relinquishment and Acceptance. Criminal defendants will have all

cases assigned to the same Department, which will be the Department

having jurisdiction of any open cases. See MURJCC, Rule 2.

5. Motions. These rules supplement and clarify MJCCRCP Rule 9

and MURJCC Rule 6.

a. Notification of Opposing Party/Counsel. Other than

b.

requests for telephonic initial appearances by

unrepresented parties in criminal cases, any request for

the Judge to take an action shall be by motion with a

copy served upon the opposing party either via the e-

filing system, by mail, in person, or through the opposing
party's courthouse mailbox with the manner of service

noted on the motion. See MURJCC Rule 10. Parties must

contact the opposing party/counsel and ask if they object
to the request. All motions must certify whether the

opposing counsel or party objects to the motion.
Proposed Orders. Routine or unopposed motions should

be accompanied by a proposed order, with addressed

stamped envelopes each other party Envelopes are not

required when using the state electronic filing system. If
you do not include a proposed order it will significantly

delay the review of your request. Time sensitive requests
without a proposed order are unlikely to be granted.

Requests for continuances of hearings on law & motion

dates should include a proposed new date on a future law

& motion date.

6. Electronic Filing. All electronic filings must comply with the
Montana Supreme Court Temporary Electronic Filing Rules dated

November 14, 2014, as amended, and as may be further amended by the

Montana Supreme Court. See https://courts.mt.gov/courts/efile/rules Motions will

not be accepted via e-mail from attorneys except during times when the

State e-filing system is temporarily unavailable.

7. Rejected filings. All filings must comply with the applicable

rules of procedure and these Local Rules. The clerks of Justice Court shall

reject all other filings, whether electronic or by paper, submitted by




















